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„)) 17; He that is „ firſt in his own' Canſe ſor: | AS 
9. e Tuſt x, but his Neighbour: comech and ſearc heil bini. 
Rev. it, And. thou "haſt tried them, whith: ay bey. are 
.=Apoft be aud are not, and haſt found them Liars. 8 
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never ſies of this kind are not like to - 
ccceaſe, but rather increaſe, while the 
World ſtands as now it is; for as on the 
one /ide, the Spirit of Antichriſt is con- 
—. . ah ftirring. up its Agents, to under. 
prop its tow'ring, (yet tottering 1 o 08 
the contrary, it is the bounden Duty of all Chriſtians, 
to contend earneſtly for the Faith, once delivered 
to the Saints. (a) M hence there muſt needs be conti- 
nued and kept up a Conteſtation in the World. 
In my preſent Undertaking, I cannot juſtly be 
charg'd with Kindling, or Stirring up of Strife, as 
the contentious, proud, and angry Man, (b) nor for 
medling with Strife belonging not to me, (c) ſeeing 1 
g far from beginning this Quarrel, tho now being 
brought into it, as unwillingly as unexpettedly, my 
_ Conſcience, Credit, and Charity, do all oblige me to 
make good my Ground againſt my furious Antagoniſt. 
One of Mr. Ainſworth's Admirers was pleas'd to 
jay, I had taken the wrong Bear by the Tooth, in 
engaging againſt him; when the truth is, I took him 
not by the Tooth, but he took me by the Throat, or 
elſe I had never been in this Conteſt; tis his HE, 
and not mine, He was the Aggreſſor : My War is 
only defenſive, and therefore juſt, and neceſſary. 
Notwithſtanding Mr. A.*s Appeal to the World, as 
| if he had not publickly abuſed me for a private Ler- 
ter, &e. yet his own Heart is privy to the inſulting 
Language, the Threatnings, Revilings, and Backbit- 
Ings, be hath vented at Clubs, and almoſt in all Com- 
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nies, 2 ning, and hating againſt, and Jandering 


bur Neighbour (a) filling the Town and Country with 


"pplauſes, and Actiamations to hh unſelf; end fling} 
Contempt, and Lgnominy, and Reproach upon me; EE 
Let after all his Brags and Boaſts, he is ford to 
confeſs; Cforrotherwiſe he would: certainly have beey 

und a Plagiary Convit) that he is nqͥt the Author 

f the main Arguments of. bis plteaus, Pamphlet; 700 
Man , heis only d Collector, 'or Borrower from others, 
aud is not. ibis boaſting. in other Mens Lines of things 
made ready to bis Hand? c) Ile hath neither, fu- 
ied the Scripture himſelf painfully, and-impartially., 
nor het -the Subjett of which he, falés ſo aſfumingly; 


he any prates by egg and Pprivies ſims what that he 


bath ſomewhere read. 

But aſter all his 2 Effort ts, And 72 Muſter of 
is borrow'd\Forces,: vit evident by his flight Touches 
upon Scripture, aud then flying preſently. for Refuge to 
"Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory, Church Canons, Councils, Fa- 
tber, &c. that his Cauſe is deſperate; and forlorn. A 


good Cauſe needs only $ cripture Defence; and can face 
aAy- Text un the Bible. But thereby, Mr. A. dares 


wot pretend, to maintain his Cauſe only or chiefly; and 


*zherefore, after he hath. violently wrefted two or three 


Texts, he ſoon retreats to Fables, and. the Fancies of 


fallible Men, of which we have ſeveral Leaves to one 
Page out of: the Bible, which yet when he quotes, he 
(moſt manifeſtly aiftorts. „ 70 force it to ſpeak for bis 


Opinion, contrary to its true and genuine Senſe. 

He reads the Bible (as one truly ſays) through a 
Prælatical Teleſcope, or Speculum Mendax : and then 
be ſeems to ſee Metropolitans, and Lord Biſhops, 
or daining Dioceſan Biſhops, Prieſts, and Deacons ; 
then he ſeems. to ſee St. Paul as Lord Biſhop 72 he 
knows not what Diuceſe,, in his Conſiſtory; and 


"Sr James as my Lord Biſhop of Jerufatem, ſurrounded 


(2) Pal. 1. 16, 17. (b) Prov, xv. 3. 
Ln Vor. 7. 135 14, 16. - * 


with 
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%% bis Jewiſh Preſbytery: but Tet Bim FO afte 


55 we Glaſs, br perverſe, prejullicute O nen of 
Pre and then his Eyes will be able to diſcerm ih 


71% Ap SHS were as fixed Biſhops to any Church, 
and, 5-509 no Church had ary other lated Officers than 
Bihops, aud Deacons, or Elders and Overſeers of the 
Poor, \tinted In thetr Office Relation and Service tothe 
particular Congregations , which - were their ſpecial 
e whith the following Treatiſe will clearly evinte. 
As to any Failings he charges me with in Ortha- 
*praphy, I have this 10 ſay by way of Apologyy they 
"are not what he would have them thought to be, and 
all Errors of that nature are but matter of Weakneſs; 
whereas Mr. A.'s Inſults, and Triumphs about the Town 
and Country" on that account, are plain Proofs of be 
"aſt odious Pride and Malice: Beſides, his Errots in 
Orthodoxy are many more, and greater than mine in 


Orthography, as I will anon prove "therefore Itt 


Him firſt caſi the Beam out of his own Eye, and then 


"be ſhall ſee clearly to caſt the Mate out of his Weighs 


bour” 78 
He has no Cauſe to rriunph (nor would he if be 
were a Man of Candour, or common Charity) at any lite- 


"al Failings of one that has not, like himſelf, been aur 


Pretender t6 Literature; tho" thankful I am for ſora 
Knowledge.of my Mother Tongue, and fo much Know: 
teage of Holy Scripture as enables me to enquire n 
the Mind of the Spirit therein; as for © any liter al 
Miſcabes, as they do not in the leaſt infirm the Cauſe 


defend, fo he hath taught me io take Care that he 


Hall never find me in ſuch Failings again. Vas eſt 
ab hoſte doceri, and thus far I am oblig'd to him, 
that he quickens one who did not ſet up for a $ cbolar, 


70 more Care and Endeavour to become one. 


Yet after this Acknowledement, ſure I am, that my 


| Letter has in it more true Doctrine than falſe Spel: 
ling, or elſe he would not have made ſuch a Stir and 


Hot her avout t: for if [ am ſuch a fi 55 ſenſeleſs 
Peres 


a 


0 vi * | 
Perſon as be is pleaſed to report me 10 be, how comes 
-zt, that ſo great a Rabbi in Learning as he counts 


Himſelf, does think it worth his while to buſy himſelf 
wih ſuch an Ignoramus? Certainly he gbr Suffer | 


Fools gladly, ſeeing himſelf is ſo wiſe. (a) 

.*. The Prieſts, and Rulers of the Jews, would not 
have minded thoſe reputedly unlearned, 324 ignorant 
Men, Peter and John, if they 14d not taught the 
Truth, which undermin'd their falſe Synagogue : and 
thus '4 believe, tis Truth in my Letter that diſturbs 
Bim, more than falſe Grammar. But let him make 
the worſt he can of my Miſtakes, he cannot prove 
them to be either Schiſm, or Hereſy; and therefore 
will not fear the Event of his Reproaches. My 
Errata's may be forgot, when his are remember'd. (b) 
| owe ver to flop his vapouring a little on this ac- 
count, bas be forgot for how many Miftakes in Or- 


_ thography a Prieft of his own Order, even Mr. Paul 
the Rebel, executed at Tyburn for High-Treaſon , 


was expos'd in publick Prints ? the Remembrance here- 
of might have prevented his Inſults, had he but thought 


that room there is for Recrimination on ſuch Pre- 


Fenders to Learning and Loyalty. If none, alas] that 
in their running Writings do fail in a Letter, or Sy 2 


able, from the received Rules of Grammar, muſt be 
rectonid fit for the Miniſtry, the Number in his own 


Conſtitution will be exceedingly diminiſh'd. Why then 
does he cenſure a Man, as utterly unfit for the 
Miniſtry, becauſe of a Defet fo common to thoſe of 
his own Complexion? Every one knows, that Engliſh 
Writing is variable, and depends more upon Cuſtom, 
then Reaſon in many Inflances; What was counted 
good ſpelling formerly, among learned Men „ Would 
now be eſteemed very bad ; and thro' Inadvertency, 


and ill Habits, many Men (otherwiſe of good Senſe) 


do 0 frequently err from Jome Rules in graphs 


092 Cor. xi. 19. (b) Iſa, XXix, 20, 21, 1 | Cor, i. 275 28. 


n 


— a 


25 
Vet I muff tell him by the way, that either he, or 
the Printer, hath, multiplied my Errata's, for there 
are ſome groſs Miſtakes of which I was not the. 

Author; and had I a mind to play the Critick upon 

bim, I could alſo tell him, that he hath ſeveral Words 
which ſome would have counted Miſ-ſpellings in me, and 
not a few are printed in his Book otherwiſe than 
they are written in his original Papers to me. And 
does not this argue ſome Weakneſs, even in Mr. Ainſ- 
worth himſelf ? and that in Grammar too, the loweſt 
degree of Literature? But this will be a ſufficient 

Apology, to Men of Candour; as to Men of Ran- 
cour, nothing will ſatisfy them. _ ee 

And now after all this Buſtle, which he hath 
made, what Good hath he done himſelf, or his Neigh- 
bour ? except that he hath more confirm'd me, and by 
me many others, that Lordly Prelacy is at beſt but 

Jure humano ; for he has not evinc'd that it hath the 

leaſt footing in the Bible, tho indeed it is there men- 
tioned by way of Propheſy, as part of the Grand Apo- 

ſtacy from Apoſtolical Purity and Simplicity. Beſides 
this (I ſay) what Good has he done? Whoſe Eyes 
has he opened ? whom has he increaſed in true Faith, 
or Love? What Law of CnrisT has he fulfilled? 

A here is the Deceiver he has detected? Who is edi- 

feed by his Raillery, and Sophiſtry ® What is become 

F his half Year's elaborate piece of Work, with the 

help of ſo many learned Heads laid together, about 

which we have had ſo many Scores of lofty Boaſts ? 

Has he not truly verified the old Saying? 


Parturiunt montes naſcetur ridiculus mus. 


He has neither been a Truth Defender, nor yet a Peace 
. Maker, but a Broacher of Error, and a Breaker of 
Peace; and if ever his. Conſcience comes to be rightly 
awakned, he will Iook upon this Work of his with 
vittle Comfort. He has all the Reward of good 
for it he is like to have, that is, the Praiſe of blind, 
8 ” 1 bigotted 


in this Preface: But. thoſe 2 tbroug 


"fo 


leren Meg : Such 4 R =o 4 the. Phariſees bad, 
22 perhaps this 1 15 all the the . Reward be 7 fourbt far > 
aving the Profit 7 pro hs Fd to Hime wtf, by venting 0 
We Matter for ſo much Maney, but 1655 40 Reward 
20 Wiſe or goed Man can or will edu bim () 
all Bere only add as 70 this my 27 thay 7 
8 Nea 44 70. think, „ be bas eine ore Zenl 'a- 
gainſt me, than ever he feed again,; all the Drunk 
pris, common Swearers, Railers, & abbarb. Breakers, 
Extartioners, and other evi Livers, 7h. al the 7 00. 4 
be has been concerned with. and 1 2⸗⁰ Wonder, for theſe, £ 
according to his A Gerti on, are in he $1 rue Faiths 
while Juch as defire and Iahour. 70 chair hte from 
Superf tion, and all 27 are Schiſmatacks with hi. 
Trexpett yet a greater R age, and Mali 2705 for this 
wy , one. Te efimony : unto the Trut: and 
#herefare. 1 ſhall. Pha 70 arm ny, Tel, with 
Patrence and Comfort from the Scriptitre, (b) under all 
A Treatment. cet with for my Defence f, 4d 
Perſeverance i in the goed old May . e 
aud Truth. 
may ſeem to many, 20 have faid more than enoup h 
5 Lnge 5 
Caſe, hom cauſeleſly I have been defamed, „ Viel, 
ſeaffed, and fcorned, on all Bands, 7n the moſt Pall 


zanannen; with the Addition of the moſt monlrous, 


And ridiculous Lies, aud will judge impartially, ut 
own that 1 have not ſaid a tittle too much. But 4, 


all I expe but little Fuftice from Men, ad therefote 


commit my Cauſe to Him that Judzeth righteouſlyy 
Who will execute Ri hteouſneſs, and Judgment tor 
all that are oppreſſed; for He hath prepared His 
Throne for Judgment. (c) And in ekt 


e he judge the Earth! (a) 1 
© (a Mat. vi. + = 8 20 (b) Pal. vii. 1. kv. 1=8. 
eil 15, 9, 10. 91 Kap e ciii. 5. 
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Of any OTHER, Diſcoyer'd, © ©: © 


In a LETTER to Mr. Amſworth, Ec. 
IR, : | | 
N the Papers I received under your 
Name; you have proved your ſelf to 
be a Man of Tongue, and Talk, but not 
of Truth. * And this, by the Help 
of GoD, I now undertake to evince, 
in the following Pages. 1 8 88 
In this Controverly between us, I declare my ſelf 
only ari Antagoniſt to your Notions, not to your Per- 
ſon; | adver/arius litis, non perſone| and therefore T 
ſhall keep cloſe to Scripture Reaſoning, and avoid 
all ſeurrilous Railing; equally ſeeking Righteouſneſs, 
and Meekreſs : | as knowing, that the Wrath of 
Man, worketh not the Righteouſneſs of Go: For 


- * Pſal. 120, 4 N 8 Zeph. 2. 2. 
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1 
: PE a bad Cauſe cannot be well defended, ye yet a lh 


Cauſe may be ili defended, by a needleſs, and noxious 
Mixture of humane Paſſions. 


The Cauſe of Prelacy, or Prelatical Epiſcipagy; 


which you mainly advance, is certainly a moſt feeble, 


and totterin cring Cauſe; many à full Blow, out of the 


Bible, hath taken at 2 Root of it; and rooted 
up it Zan be, becauſe tis not a Plant of the Heavenly 
Father's planting; had you put me to my Choice, I 
could not have pickt out a point, more eaſy to be 
| . from Scripture, than this, which you _ 
| po ontancouſly pitched upon to defend; but whether 
this point may be, as /afety, as eaſily confuted, the 
everit will ſhew : however J had your Word, when 


firſt you gave me the Challenge, that you ſcorn d to 


take any Advantage of my Freedom of Speech. 


Tis well known to ally that have: impartially 
examined this matter, that Lordly Prelacy was the 
fr ft ſtep to Popery; and tis now but a ſhort Rep from 


it; there is nothing can be more eaſily demonſti ted 
from tlie New Teſtament than the Parity, or 
rather /dentity of Biſhops, and Preſbyters, for which 


I ſhall in its due Place produce moſt evident Texts | 


of Scripture z- which will effectually throw down 
that great Diana, of the Dominion of ſome Miniſters 
over others, which you ſo loudly cry np, through- 
out your Papers, haply in hopes, thar /ome Share of it 


may fall to your Lot, ſome time or other, as it has 


done indeed to ſome as unlikely. 

N. the beginning of your Papers, after you have 
charg d me with much Ignorance, and Prejudice, 
iy cem much diſpleas d, becauſe I fetch an Exam- 
— in mine own — from the Caſe of the 
leſſed Apoſtle Paul And here you are full of 
Words, Which evidently are but meer Cant, empty 
— 2 and vain Jangling; therefore 1 ſhall lay 
ittle to confute that, Which plainly confutes 

its ſelf. D 
o 


„n RAT » wu As bY AS Nerger denn 


Ed, but commended him. 


_ tions, inſolent Calumniations, Lies, 


A433 p 
Do you think in your Conſcience, that I equalize 
my {elf with the Apoſtle Paul, becauſe I mention 
any Caſe of mine, as rallel in ſome reſpect to his? 
Are not whatſoever things were writtey afore- time, 
zuritten for our Learning, that we zhro' Patience and 
Comfort of the Scriptures ugh? bave hope? Might 
2 without any Crime, have fetch'd an Example 
From Ixsus Chnisr Himſelf? Whoſe Miffion, Au- 
thority, and Ordination, the Jeu were ever and 
anon calling into Queſtion, and cavilling . (as 
their Succefſors have in all Ages and Places been ſtiff 
doubting, and denying the Call and Commiſſion of 
His Servants) becauſe their Eyes were Blinded, and 
they could no more diſcern the extraordinary Proofs 
of His Miſſion, than you, and many others can the 
ordinary Proofs of theirs. 
Andin a word, might not the moſt humble, modeſt 
Man in the World have taken an Example from Paul's 
Caſe, without INCUrTIOE ANY juſt Cenſure of Spiritual 
Pride, or Arrogancy? For are we nat to fallow him 
as he follow'd CyrisT, and wherein we ſo do in any 
meaſure, may we not take the Comfort of ſuch a 
Conformity to him? Moſt certainly had wy one of 
your own Order (judged by an Oppoſite, as I was by 


F ou) made uſe of the ſame places of Scripture for 


he ane Ends as I did, you-would not have condemn- 


As to all the perſonal Reflections, falſe Aecula- 
Slanders, and 
Contradictiens, I meet with, in this part of your 
Papers, I'll only fay, the Logy rebuke you! even 
the Loxp that hath choſen Jeruſalem, rebuke you?! 
I have prov'd them to be unjuſt, in my Whole 
gt and ſo, by the Grace of Gop, I ſhall to 
che End. ; 5 5 3 
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As to your Charge of Separation, from a pure, 
' ſound, orthodox part of the univerſal Church, which, 
without proof, you are pleas'd to bn, to your own 
Communion : By a Separation, from which you 
boldly affirm we ſeparate from the hole Catholick 
Church, and from CHRIST, the Head thereof: 
Pray, Sir, lay aſide your great ſwelling Words, 
and Al your Unchriſtian, nay Antichriſtian Uncha- 
ritableneſs, in this ſort of Talk; you may as ſoon 
erſuade us out of our Chriſtian Names, as that we 
255 no Communion with the true Catholic Church, 
and with CHRIST the Head thereof: * We know, 
and ſhew (bleſſed be Gop) that CHRIST is our 
Head, both of Influence, and Dominion: and 'tis 
for the ſake of His Headſhip, that we dare not own 
the Lordly Prelacy, you plead for, nor the Com- 
mandments and Cercmonies thereof; yea. farther, 
we can prove, that this Lordly Preeminence, 18 4 
manifeſt Encroachment upon the Headſhip, and 
Prerogative of the Son of Gop, and expreſly con- 
trary to His repeated Prohibition. F 
We ſay not, that you have no Members of the Ca- 
Fholick Church in your Communion; but boaſt not 
of the Purity of your National Church, when it ſo 
abounds with impure Members, in all Counties, 
Cities, Towns, and Villages, who are indulged 
without dus Scripture Correction or Cenſure, in the 
very Boſom thereof, and that, in the moſt open 
Rebellion againſt CHRISTH; not to ſay, how many 
of them were in the late unnatural Rebellion againſt 
the beſt of Kings that ever fill'd the Britiſb Throne; 
Nor ſhould you fay that this is Uncharitableneſs, for 
the Works of the Fleſh are manifeſt, and fo are the 


po 


Horkers thereof. t 


— 8 
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De guſtando non diſputandum, f Mat. xx. 25, 


Nor 


28 Lale Xii. 24, 28. 1 bel. v. 3. $ Gal. v. 19. 


reer 
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© Nor yet ſhould you boaſt of the Soundneſs, or 
Orthodoxy of your Church, when it abounds ſo much 
with erroneous Miniſters; that Arminianiſm is the 
prevailing Doctrine in almoſt all parts of the King: 
dom; into which Ariani ſin hath of late from thence 
taken its Flight into too many Perſons and Parties, 
tho” Both are directly contrary to your own Book of 
Articles, and the beſt of your ancient Writers: Rather 
therefore ſhould you complain with the Prophet, 
The whole Head is fick, the whole Heart is faint, there 
is little Soundneſ5 in it, but Wounds, and Bruiſes, 
and putrifying Sores, &c.F k 
But to be ſhort, ſhould we grant that you have 
not only ſome ſincere Members, but alſo ſome ſound 
Miniſters, with reſpect to the matter of their teach- 
ings yetis there no room to queſtion whether your 
Church (ãud talis) is a pure, ſound, orthodox Church 
of CHRIST, according to the Faith, and Order of 
the Goſpel, when it <a ſo unlike thereto in both 
Name and Nature? i 
1/7, Doth it agree with the natural, and literal 


Ca- © Senſe of the Greek word 'Exxaroia, a Church? this 
not Name properly denoting a ſmaller Company called 
t ſo together out of a greater. Ard & cnnancv, ab evo- 
ies, cando : becauſe the Church is cœtus evocatus, a num 
ged ber called out from the reſt, by the Miniſtry. T 

the Now, is it not as clear as the Day, that your 
Den Conftitution is repugnant to the very original Name 
ny of a Chri/fian Church? ſince you make no ſuch Se- 
nit | aration as our Lord JEsus Curisr fixed between 


is Church and the wicked World? 1 In what 


e; 
01 | Senſe then can your Church be ſaid, to be called 
he | out of the World, when you inchurch the whole 


Nation by the Lump; a friful Nation, à People 
laden with Iniquity; a Seed of Evil-doers? Do you 


| > MA: 1. , 6. Z See Mu:cujus, 12 Rom. i. 7. 
Fr © e 
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ht of Church Memberſhip t9 ove- 


N 
wt 


not lay out aRi | hi to & 
Fy individual Soul, that dwells within the Bounds of 
> Nation? while at the ſame time, you charitably 


= # . 


curſe for Schiſinaticts, all, that ſcruple Communion 
in the molt /acred things, with ſuch a profane Mix- 
ture! Did you not, at the beginning of your Church, 
take the main Body of the as into the Boſom 
thereof, juſt as the Papiſis left them, without any 
Furrer Segregation, from the ignorant, pros 
ane? c. How then is your Church like 2500 ga- 
ther d by the Apoſtles, which were ſeparated from 
carnal Profeſſors, as well as the profane? x You 
would wrongfully unchurch us, fer our Separation; 
but at the ſame time you juſtly unchurch your ſelves, 
for want of Separation; becauſe Separation from all 
forts of Evil-doers, is eſſential to the due Conſtitu- 
tion of a Church of CHRIST; for there is zow the 
ame Reaſon for Separation from the openly wicked 
World of nominal Chriſtians, as formerly from the 
World of Jews, or Infidels: And this is what I 
meant in my Letter, When I told you, we ſeparated 
from you, becauſe you ſeparated not at all from the 
World, which you make to be fo unintelligible z 


. See if the Nature of your Church be of a piece 
with the Scripture Deſcriptions of the true viſible 
Chriſtian Churches, which were made up of Sub- 
_ called to be Saints. f Santlified in CHRIST 
JESUS. + Fitly joined together, and compacted by that | 
which every Joint ſupplieth, &c. making increaſe of 

the Body, unto the Edification of its ſelf in Love. 
Faithful Brethren in Chxlsr; and holy Brethren, 
Partakers of the heavenly Calling. * Surcly we 
muſt have a Charity without any Con/itency, we 


—_— Acts 2. . Fa 5, 19. 23. 14, &c. Is 
ire Eph. 2. 19, 

20, 21, 22. Chap. 4. 16, * Col: 1. 2. Heb. 3.1. 
ä 
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Acuſt quite put out our Eyes, if we believe that 5 
tably Nation, abounding with ſo many openly wicked, 
nion profane, ignorant, and ſcandalous Perſons, - whoſe 
ords and Works declare them to be Enemies to 
ch, G0, and true Godlineſs, are the proper Mattet of 
4 viſible Church of CHRISTNB; or ſuch as are any 


fl n a p 4 
= | way entitled to the Characters above rehears'd : but 
prov Moe be to them that call Evil Good, and put Dar- 


g 255 for Light ;* and fo I have done with what (in 
rom my judgment) is worth taking notice of, as to the 
Vou Prelude of your Papers. i 

Next you ſet your ſelf, with all vo Might, and 


on; your „Might, 
* that of the ableſt Pens of your Party, (as it ſeems by. 

hx, | your Preface) to diſprove my Miffion,/ or Call to the 

itu- Miniſtry, both inward and extward. 


An inward Call you pretend to allow, in which you 
do well, for your Book of Ordination makes it 
Eſſential; but you deny that I had ever any ſuck 


hy I to the Miniſtry on three Accounts, as you pretend; 
ted 1//, Becauſe, you ſay, Lam in a damnable Scbiſin, 
the or State of Damnation; and could the Pope himſelf; 


fpeak more like the Dragon, than you now do? F 
and will you ſtand to this in cold Blood, that all who 
ſeparate from your national Church, conſtituted by 
humane Policy, are in a State of Damnation? Then 
| are you a true Popeling 7+ and a Teacher of Lies, 
fince you thus pronounce Damnation upon all Diſſen- 


vid ters, and bleſs thoſe of your own Comms as be- 
of i ing in the true Faith, tho open Workers of Iniquity : 
1 by which 'tis evident that you know little aright, 
- | either of Damnation, or Salvation, or the Ways 
5 | thereto, inaſmuch as you dare to talk at this rate! 
as | Truly, Sir, I cannot ſo much be angry at, as puch 

— Antichriſtian Uncharitableneſs. This frightful 
= harge of damnable Schiſin, is but an Ecclefiaſticat 
9. dee  ATUSRH „ Roa 


VV J Key. 13. 11. } If, 47. 10. 
| Ezek, 13. 22, 1 
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gare · Crom; and cannot terrify any reaſonable Cres 


from Pagans, Jews, Mahometans, Papiſis, and the 


Profane, ignorant and ungodly World around me? 1 
have Union, and Communion in Spirit with all that 
worſhip the Father, in Spirit, and Truth; can I then 
be in a Damnable Schiſin, becauſe I dare not own the 
ignorant, and ungodly World to be a pure, and ſound 
55 of the Catholict Church of CHRIS, and 
holy Brethren in Him? but how can I be in a Schiſim, 
from a Church, to which I never was related by 
parental or "perſonal Conſent, not having been de- 
voted to it by Birth, Baptiſm, Catechiſm, Confir- 
mation, or by any voluntary Profeſſion? Beſides, till 
you give Scripture Proof, that the Church you cry 
up, . 5 with the Name, or Nature of a true Go- 
ſpel Church, how durſt you determine it a damn, 
ble Schiſin, not to be in Unit with ſuch a Church? 
The Unity that is preſs'd upon Chriſtians, being 
not a Unity with the wicked, hut with Saints, or 
the viſible Members of CHRIS TH: Therefore your 
Curſe is cauſeleſs, and ſhall not come, for we muſt 
obey Gop rather than Man, by ſtill ſeparating from 
you, till you ſeparate more from your corrupt Man- 
ners and Members. 5 1 
2. Becauſe, you ſay, I am deſtitute of Charity 
pray, Sir, ſee whether the Beam be not really in 


your own Eye, whilſt you are pretending to pull 


the Mote out of nine. Becauſe I judge Judaiſin, 
to be Judaiſm, and Popery, to be Popery, and the 
openly ungodly, and profane, to be what they are, 
you judge me to be deſtitute of Charity. But where 
18 your Charity? when you judge all the Preachers 
in the Nation, that have not had Prelatical Ordina- 
tion, to be: falſe Teachers, and Deceivers; and all 


the Profeſſors of Chriſtianity in the Nation, that 


— DM Une —T—“9 | * — 
Mat. 7. 1, 6. 


belong 


[9] 


belong not to your Communion, to be in a damnable 


| Schiſm? This is cold Charity, or rather burning hot 


Fury: Blind, and bitter Zeal it is, for which the better 
part of your own Church will con you little Thanks; 
Therefore thou art inexcuſable, O Man, that judgeſt, 

or wherein thou judgeſt another, thou condemneſt thy 


| ſelf, for thou that judgeſt, doſt the ſame thing.* This 


cenſorious, and ſupercilious Humour, is /o far from 
the Motions of the Dove-like Spirit, with which 


| every Chriſtian is baptiſed, that it is indeed a manifeſt 


overflowing of the Gall of Bitterneſs, or the Envy 
and Strife of your Heart in a ſuperlative Degree. 
How defective ſoever I may be in Charity, I yet pro- 
feſs my ſelf, to be a Follower after it; and ſo much, b 
the Grace of Gop, I have attain'd to, that I truly 
love all thoſe in any Party, that live up to the great 
Rules of Godlineſs, Sobriety, and Righteouineſs, 


as the effect of the Appearance of the Grace of Gon 


to them; and if my outward and local Communion, 
is not ſo large and extenſive as my Charity, I can 
give ſubſtantial, and ſatisfying Reaſons thereof, both 


to Wm own Conſcience, and to all Men of true 


Chriſtian Charity. 7 

3. Becauſe (as you ſay) every one that hath an or- 
dinary Meaſure of Underſtanding, and Utterance 
(whereof you judge my Meaſure to be but ſcanty) 
muſt not forthwith imagine himſelf to be called by 


the Spirit of Gop, to be a Teacher, unleſs his out- 


ward Call be regular: i. e. in your Conceit, unleſs he 
has Prelatical Ordination, &c. 


To this I reply, in few words (1.) That a Man 


| may have a true inward Call to the Miniſtry, and 


preach ſucceſsfully by vertue thereof; where no 
outward Call can be had; this is moſt evident, by 


| that Story of the ſcattered Diſciples, who were driven 


from Jeruſalem, by Perſecution, and preached the 


* Rom, 2. r. 


C Log 
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ERS. LO 
Lo xp JES us in all their Travels.“ © You cannot 
queſtion the inward Call of theſe Diſciples, nor can 
you prove their 0uzward Call: By the Book of Mar- 
zyrs, alſo, we are inform'd, that in Popiſh Times, and 
Places, ſome good Souls were ſtirr'd up to preach 
theGoſpel,who had not an ourward Call, or Miſſion. 

(2. ) Whoever hath a true in]·ard Call, will ſeek a 
due outward Call, when it can be had; and ſuch an 
one J have ſought, and obtain d, notwithſtanding 
all your Contradictions ; which I ſhall inſtantly evince 
from the Word of Gor, by which I am fatisfy'd 
that T am carrying on the fame great and good Work 
(tho' in a much lower Degree) with the Prophets, 
and Apoſtles, the true Miniſters of Gop, and Bleſſed 
Martyrs, viz.) the Glory of Curisr, and the Good 
of His Church: and becauſe you would ſo unjuſtly 
engroſs the Martyrs to your own fide; let me ſay 7wo 
things about them; 1/, That the Martyrs did not fuf- 
fer for the Defence of thoſe Points, which we diſſent 
from, in your Church; but for the Defence of thoſe, 
which we, and all true, and thoro' Proteſtants diſſent 
from, in the Church of Rome. They ſuffer'd not 
for any Love or Liking they had to Lordly Prelacy, 
Fudaical Times, and Garbs, or any Superſtitions, or 
Impoſitions in the Worſhip of Gop. None of them 
ſuffer'd for bearing Witneſs 20, but many of them for 
bearing their Teſtimony againſt all theſe; and all of 
them ſuffer'd under the uſurped Power of that Lordly 
Prelacy which the Scripture condemns. 240% Seve- 
ral of them were not a little, and would have been 
20 doubt, if now living, as much Di/erters from 
your. preſent Eftabliſhment, as we are: Witneſs the 
Teſtimony, given by Mr. Lambert againſt the Su- 
periority of Biſhops, one of your fundamental Prin- 
ciples: with that alſo of bleſſed Bradford againſt 
an humane Order of Priefthood, but that which 
Ads i i. 19, 20, 21. 5 1he Caſes of Geo, Eagles, 


Rawlins White, ec. are Proofs hereof. : 
, wa : 1S 


E-$1-] 


is common to all Chriſtians, beſides the Oppoſition 


1 Hooper, Rogers, &c. made to ſuperſtitious Garbs, &c. 


Next, you violently attack my outward Call; and 
my Defence of it, from the Caſe of Barnabas, * you 
think to overthrow, by affirming, that Barnabas 
| was a Prophet, and Teacher, before he receiv'd that 
Miſſion from the Church at Jeruſalem; and that the 
Church, which ſent him forth from Jeruſalem, 
ſignifies only the Apoſtles; and that the Church 
which ſent me forth, is ot a true, bu a falle Church. 
Here, Sir, you aſſume to your {elf a Boldneſs, out 
of all Meaſure, and beyond all Bounds of Sobricty, 
and Charity. Pray who are you, that your yea, and 
| nay, your bare Affirmation, and ene? , muſt 
| ſtand for ſolid, and ſubſtantial Confirmation, or 
| Confutation? yet this is your manner, in moſt places 
| of your Book. Shew us the Credentials of your 
| Infallibility, or elſe talk no more ſo exceeding proud- 
ly, andarrogantly. + Your talk, that Barnabas was a 
commiſſioned Teacher, before he was ſent forth by the 
Church, at Jeruſalem, is very prepoſterous and ab- 
| furd: Acts 13. . relates what Barnabas was, after he 
had been ſent to Autioch, and had contributed tothe 
ſettling of a Church there; with which he aſſem- 
bled, and where he with Paul taught a whole Year. || 
W hatOffce he had before his Miſſion from Fera/alems 
is not here related; it is therefore very bold in yous 
to pretend to prove from an after Paſſage of Hiſto- 
ry, What we have not the leaſt tittle about in any 
former Paſſage: Surely you do not think to get any 
Credit, when you confidently inſinuate, that be- 
cauſe Barnabas was a Miſſioned Teacher after he 
was ſent forth by the Church at Jeruſalem; there- 
fore he was a Miſſioned Teacher before: Your ſelf 
upon ſecond Thoughts, muſt needs ſay, this is a 10 
ſequitur with a Witnels. 
* Acts 11. 22. f Audacia creditur a multls fiducra. 
1. | Compare this, with Chap. 11, 22, to 27- 
e 1 But 
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But to ſuch ways of arguin yougaccuſtom your 


ſelf; for, your confounding the Church, and Apo- 
files, at Jeruſalem, is as prepoſterous, and molt pre- 
ſumptuous: Where find you that the Apoſtles (qua 
tales) are called the Church? I grant the name Church, 


in this place includes the Apoſtles, that remained at Je- 


ruſalem; but I am ſo far from believing, that it excludes 
the Body of the Brethren, hat I can from Holy Scri- 
pture aſſure you, that the People, or Multitude, are 
called the Cyurcn, yea, THE WwHOLR CHURCH, | 
diſtinct from the Apoſtles and Elders; but never are 
the Apoſtles and Elders call'd The CHURcH exclu- 
ſively of the People, or ſeparately from them. This 


is not then an Apoſtolical TIO Way of Speak- 
ing, but an Apoſtatical Schiſmatical Way of Cant- 


ing and Cheating, to call Officers, THE CyuRcn, 
when there may be a Church without Officers; tho' 
the Church, taken at large, U e the whole Congre- 
gation, | Apoſtles, Elders, Deacons, and Brethren, 


or,] Miniſters, and Members; and this Church in 


Conjunction, ſent forth Barnabas; for [They] is a 


Relative, that refers to its antecedent [Church] and 


thus the Apoſtles, in all Church Acts, and Affairs, 
acted in concert with the Brethren, or Cœtus fidelium ; 


and did not like Lordly Prelates, exerciſe a Prince- 


Authority over them : for this our Saviour expreſly 
rbids, as before was noted. And you may in 
Scripture ſee, if you will {earch it, how exactly the 
Apoſtles kept to their Orders. ||. | 

Your denying the Church, that ſent me forth, to 
be a true Church (as that at Jeruſalem) doth not 
give the leaſt Diſſatisfaction to me, or to any other 
unprejudic'd Perſon, who fees how prone you are 


» 


* _ — — — — 


- 7 Ibid. 15.4. 22. 
Acts 15. 4, 22, 23. 2 Cor. I. 24. ch. 4. 5. 


ol 


* Ads . 
25, 26, 27. 
x Pet. 5. 3. 


to be poſitive about Matters you know nothing at 


4 Mat. 20, : 


T Chap. 14. 23. 


all of in truth; this your Negation is of the ſame Stamp, 

with the moſt of your Affirmations; and is of no morg 
| force without better Proof, than your groundleſs, 
noiſy and nonſenſical Charge of S$chi/m t A Church 
built upon theF oundation of the Apoſtles, and Pro- 
phets, is a true Church now, as well as then; and 
ſuch is the Church which ſent and call'd me forth, 
as by their ſcriptural Faith and Order is moſt evi- 
dent. Every ſuch Church is a Ground and Pillar of 
Truth, a Houſe of Go p, built by His Spirit, not 


| on the ſandy Foundation of the pretended uninter- 


rupted Succeſſion of Lordly Prelates, but on CHRIS 
Himſelf, the only Foundation of His Churches now, 


as well as of that Church at Jeruſalem; which was 


as deſpicable, in the Eyes of the Prieſts, and Pha- 


riſees then, as our Congregations no can be in your 


Eyes: So that you had eff ſearch, and ſee, if you be 
not acted by the ſame Spirit of Contempt and Ca- 


lumny, with the Perſecutors of thoſe Days, tho? 
under a different Name; and Diſguiſe. 

My other Defence /of my Call, or Miſſion, from 
the Elective Ordination of zho/e Elders, mentioned 
in Acts, * and of that | Brother, whoſe Praiſe was 
in the Goſpel, throughout all the Churches, you 
pretend to nullify, by boldly affirming (as your man- 
ner is) that thoſe Ordinations mentioned in As, 
were performed by Paul, and Barnabas ONLY, ex- 
cluſive of the People; and that, that Brother's Ele- 
| Ction, was only by a Synod of Biſhops, with Con- 

ſent of the Churches; and that the Senſe and Uſe 
of the word x«eclodv is ſomewhat enlarged, and 
changed from its literal Senſe and Ule. Shak 

In reply to which, fir# of all, I utterly deny that 
the Participle x«eclov;cavlec, according to the Gram- 
matical Conſtruction, expreſſes the Action of Paul 
* + Tho von freely fling about the word Schiſm, yer you truly 
know neither the term nor thing. See the Appendix, 
12 Cor. 8. 18, 19. 


and 
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and Barnabas, either as Men cloathed with Epil- 
copal Authority, or excluſively of the Peoples Ele- 
Eton. And 1/ your affirming, that they ordained 
thete Elders, as Biſbops, is notoriouſly falſe, for 
Paul and Barnabas were Apoſtles, not Biſhops, that 
is, they were univerſal and unfixt, ez particular 
or limited in their Office-work. Apuſtles had an 
aniverſal Commiſſion, and were unfixt in their Ad- 
miniſtration, being here, and there, and every where 
alike authorized : Biſhops were, are, and ſhould be 
fixt and limited to the particular Charge and Diſ- 
Ca of their Office-Work, there, where they are 
calF'd to be Biſhops, or Overſeers: Of that Flock, 
that only, that alway, that fully, ſhould they take 
the Overſight; not wandring from it, hut conſtant». 
ly attending to it. Now #he/e Offices being thus 
in Scripture diftinguiſht, it is evident, that Paul and 
Barnabas acted not as Biſhops, that is, fixt Officers 
to this or that Church, hut as Apoſtles, that is, ſuch 
as had (what none now have, or ever had, beſide 
themſelves) a Power of acting in all Churches where 
they came; herein therefore, you have affirm'd, what 
you cannot confirm: as alſo zaly, in your ſaying, that 
they AL oN impos'd, or plac'd theſe Elders, in the 
Churches, without the common Conſent, or Con- 
currence of the People; this, Sir, notwithſtanding 
your confident Aſſertion, is by no means to be al- 
ow d, as by many cogent Reaſons I ſhall demonſtrate, 
when I come to give you an hiſtorical Collection of 
New Teſtament Ordinations. In the mean time ſhould 


1 grant (which yer I ſhall not) that eig o Hebe 
may be taken (as you talk) not in the literal, hut larger 


ſenſe, (i. e. to appoint, place, or conſtitute) even this 
doth not at all invalidate an elective Popular Ordina- 
tion, nor add any Validity to your Epiſcopal Ordina- 
tion: for where have ordinary Biſhops, or Elders fuch 
a Power delegated to them, over all Churches, as 
Paul, and Barnabas, or other Apoſtles, and _— 
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Epil: 1:95 bad? but we have uo reafonto think, that even 
Ele. the Apoſtles themſelves, ever ordained any fixed 
Arad Church Officers without the Voices, or Votes of the 
x for Churches; for had they receiv'd from CHRIST 
thak and exerciſed any ſuch a deſpotick Power, at any 
time, they would, and ſhould have exerciſed it, at ali 
times: but we are ſure they did not at all times(for they 
would not make one Apoſtle, or the /even Deacons 
without the Choice, and Confent of the Church) 
and therefore we have no reaſon to ſuppoſe they did at 
any time exerciſe ſuch a Power. - 
Your Aſſertion that hat Brother, mention'd in the 
Corinthians, * was the Evangeliſt Luke, is much too 
bold, as being altogether without Book; but who- 
| ever he was, you do but tell one of Dr. Hammond s 
| Dreams, when you talk of his being ordain'd in a 


| Synod of Biſhops, c. nor can you prove that he 
CORR had any other Miſſion, Ordination, or Delegation 
a to the Work of the LORD, before, or beſides this: 
” wi nor have you any room, to vary in the leaſt degree the 


natural, or literal ſenſe, and uſe of the word yepolovyfters 
in hig place: and becauſe you do So deſpiſe the 
elective Power of the Cœtus fidelium, or the LorD's 


Clergy (for the People are the only Perſons called 
* the Clergy in the New Teftament, as you muſt needs 
ing ; know. +) If you will look a little lower, f you will 
al- find, that Zitus and the other Miſhonary Brethren 
Ke, are {aid to be the Meſſengers, (or Apoſtles |) of the 


Churches; by which it is evident they were ſent forth 


ud by the Churches, and not by any Officers Ox LY; on 
Ves | which account it is added, that they were the Glo- 
5 ry of CHRIST, as He is the Head of all the Churches. 


As to your many Quotations out of humane Au- 


la- thorities, to confirm your, or rather Dr. Hammond's 
8 Conceit, that the Grech word o ſignifies the 
C | | 


71 Cor. 8. 18, 19. trPets 3. 8 
| "AT959A0 Exxyoiovy 4 
A 


7 | : 


Actofa fngle Perſon, without the Suffrages of a Plu- 


rality of Perſons : I am ſure that it commonly,or proper- 
ly fignifies the ſame as Zukdlaly0ite (communibus cal- 


culis, vel ſuffragiis eligo) to chuſe, orele& by common 


Votes, or Voices; and that in this Senſe tis uſed in 


the New Teftament ; but I ſhall in the cloſe produce 


ſome Quotations from a learned Author, which give 
a conciſe, yet compleat Reply to your Oracle, and 
therein to your ſelf in this matter; therefore in the 
mean time I will not here conteſt farther about it, 
ſince acloſer Diſcuſſion hereof will fall in, in its pro- 
1 
hatever Truth there may be in the Propoſitions 


vou lay down, concerning Go p's Ambaſſadors, and 


their Commiſſions in ordinary Caſes; your Concluſions 
drawn from them, are falſe; and your Proofs feeble, 
and inſufficient ; yea, fallacious, and fabulous. 
The Sum, or Senſe of your Concluſions, is, that 
your Biſbops are the ONL y Ordainers : this you 
pretend to prove after this manner, 

| Becauſe our bleſſed Saviour is called a Biſhop. 
Aud becauſe (as you ſay) he made the twelve 
Apoſtles, Biſhops. 


Again, becauſe the Apoſtles ordained the ſever 


Deacons, c. To 
And lafily, Becauſe Timothy, and Titus (you ſay) 


were Biſhops, and the former a Metropolitan; 
wherein I muſt fay, you ſhew your {elf a perfect 


Dreamer; as alſo in what you aſſert of St. James his 


Epiſcopal Preferment, and his making his own Preſ- 


byters, by vertue thereof. He that hath a Dream, 


let him tell a Dream; but you ſhould not mingle 
your Dreams with Scripture; leſt you incur the 


ſevereſt Reproof, * and moſt dreadful Plagues F 
Tis true, JEsUs CHRIS is called the Shep- 


herd, and Biſhop of Souls: but He is not ſo called, 


* Prov.-30. 5, 6 TRev. 22. 18. ben 
| cauſe 


1 


— 


oo] 


becauſe He was the Ordainer of the twelve Apoſtles 


but becauſe He takes the Care, Oharge, and Overſight 
of every particular Soul that returns to Him, from 
his loſt Eſtate: and this is the only Scope of the 
Verſe, you cite; * and you know the Greek word 
tranſlated Biſhop, ſignifies an Overſeer ; in which ſenſe 
it is uſed in the New Teſtament, for one that takes the 
Over/ight, or Care of Souls: with what face then, 


can your Lordly Prelates lay claim to theright of or- 


daining all Miniſters from this Name of JeEsus 
CHRIST? when this Name hath zo manner of re- 
ference thereto, hut to the Paſtoral Care He takes of 
every Soul committed to Him. And every Biſhop, 
Paſtor, or Elder of a particular Congregation, that 
diligently inſpects his Flock, - imitates Jesus CHRIST 
in His Biſhop'sOffice ; but what is this to thoſe Lordly 
Biſhops who never ſaw all the Pariſhes, leaſt of all, the 
many People in their ſeveral Dioceſes? therefore this 
Text is /o far from proving what you would have, 
that it proves directly the contrary. 

Tis true alſo, that Jesvs CHRIST ordained the 
twelve Apoſtles; but that He ordained them Biſhops, 
or xt Officers to any particular Place or his ors is 


not true. The Office of Apoſtlet was extraordinary, 


and only pro tempore, being limited to the very Perſons 
of the Apoſtles: the Office of Biſhops, Paſtors, 
and Elders is ordinary, to laſt to the end, and limit- 
ed to a particular Place and People: therefore you err, 
not knowing the Scriptures, when you confound 
the Offices of Apoſtles, and Biſhops. The Apoſtles 
as ſuch, viz. in reſpect of their extraordinary Capaci- 
ty, Power and Privileges have no Succeſſors; tho' in 
reſpect of their ordinary Capacity, Works and Ser- 


vices they have: therefore thoſe that now ſay they are 


Apoſtles, that is, who pretend toApoſtolical Authority, 
without having the utmoſt of their Ability, all that 


* 
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do aſſume to themſelves any Powers, and Prerogatives ec 

above thoſe that belong to the ordinary, ſtated Mi- fo 
niſters of CarisT, are for his, ſaid to be Liars, F ec 

5 and Deceivers of the People, over whom by this Ar- da 
 rogancy, the Man of Sin himſelf was firſ# exalted; da 

and {till remains fo to be. | i 1 0 C 

I grant the Names of Apoſtles, Evangeliſts, Biſhops, th 

: and Deacons, may, according to the literal Signifi- Tit 
cation of the Greek words, be apply'd promiſcuoully : . 


but as they are chiefly uſed and fixed in Scripture fie lai 
Names, by which to diſtinguiſb diſtin&t Offices, to 


they muſt by zo means be ee fo 

Thus, as the name Apoſties figniſies Men ſent forth; tei 

as the name Evangeliſis ſignifies Goſpel Preachers; as #+ 

| the name Biſhops — Overſeers and as the name 

7 Deacons ſignifies Servants; ſo far forth Apoſtles may po 
3 bie called Evangelifts, Biſhops, Elders, and Deacons: in 
„ and fo far alſo Evangeliſis may be called Apoſtles, aft 
bly Biſhops, and Deacons and thus Biſhops, or Preſbyters | Cl 
5 may in this ſenſe be called Apoſtles, Evangeliſts, and to 
„ Deacons, or Servants; but fo far as theſe names, are 5. 


impoſed by the Law of CHRIS I to deſcribe, and da 
characterize, difference and diftingurſh ſeveral pecu= i © 
har Offices, in this reſpect *tisa plain Sin, and Viola- to 


tion of the Word, to confound theſe Names; and of 
9 much more to confound the Offices themſclyes; WM 70: 
5 which in Scripture are ſo clearly diſtinguiſned one MW th: 
* | from the other: Therefore to call the Apoſtles by gos 
i lj | the name of Hiſhops, with a deſign to make ordinary, H: 
_ fixt Hiſheps equal with the Apoſties, in their extraore ple 
. dinary Capacity and Dignity, is both ſubtil, and A . 
s ſinful; as it is to call Readers by the name of Dea- Ha 
£025, this is a turning things quite upſide down. Jesvs M yo 
5 CuRlsr gave ſome Apoſtles, and ſome Prophets, and ev. 
Wii ſome Avangeliſis, and ſome Paſtors, and Teachers, * 8 
* allotting to each their ſeveral York and Service, ac- N 
1 Rev. 21 2, * Eph, 4. IL. | | 
ll. cording 


\ 


: f eo ) 

_ cording to their ſeparate Names and Offices; there- 
fore, what He hath ſeparated, let no Man blend or 
canfound, by pretending that the Apoſtles were or- 
dain'd as fixed Biſhops, or that any Biſhops are or- 
dained as the Apoſtles were, ſo as to be ſect over the 
Churches, and Miniſters of CHRIST like the Apoſtles, 
their Office being peculiar to themſelves, and expi- 
ring with them: On which account, neither your 

Prelates, nor their elder Brethren the Poppyſh Pre- 
lates, nor even yet the Pope Himſelf, can juſtly pretend 
to any Power of Ordaining, as the Apoſtiis Succeſſorsz 
for they are Impoſtors of the firſt Rate who pre- 
tend (as hath been already faid) to Apoſtolical Au- 
thority without Apoſtolical Abilix. | 

Therefore, althe” it is true, that the Apoſtles ap- 
pointed the ſeven Deacons over the Buſineſs of ſerv⸗ 
ing Tables, by Prayer, and Impoſition of Hands, 
after they had been looked out, and elected by the 
Church to their Office; * yet this is nothing at all 
to your purpoſe, for proving, that ordinary, ſtated 

Biſhops have any, leaſt of all the ſole Right of ors 

ning all preaching Miniſters. For, 1 
(..) Theſe Men were appointed only as Deacons, 
to take care of the Poor f and the outward Affairs 
of the Church, Their Office was only to ſerve Tables, 
not to preach the Goſpel. Now as to the Overſeers of 
the Poor in your Church, you neither call them Dea. 
gons, mor are they conſtituted by the laying on of the 
Hands of the Biſhops, for they are choſe by the Peos 
ple, Or Laity as you call them. You never make it 
2 Biſhop's Buſineſs to ordain them, therefore what 

Have you to do with this Text? *Tis no Rule to 
you, who croſs it as directly, and diametrically as 
ever po „„ 

( 2.) You have quite changed and ſubverted the 

Name, and Office of Deacons, you not only not 
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terming them ſo,,xvho in your Church do any of 


the Work of Deaconſbip, but you having alſo invented 


a new Office of Deacons, never once read of in the 


Scripture. Vour Deacons, or thoſe whom you call 


ſo, are ordain'd to read and baptize, of which Ser- 


vices we find nothing in Scripture reſpecting the ſe- 
ven Deacons appointed by the Apgitles, they were 


only Servers of Tables; tho' afterwards, one of them 


purchaſed to himſelf a higher Degree, and great 
Boldneſs in the Faith; to wit, Philip, who upon 


the Perſecution of the Church after the Death of 


his Brother Deacon Steven, was in the Diſperſion 
honoured with the Office of an Evangeliſt, and 
did baptize as ſuch, but not as a Deacon. GI 
- (3.) Theſe ſev r Deacons were fr/t, freely electe 
by the Church, to their Office, "before they were ap- 
pointed to it, by the Apoſtles : ſo that their Election 
was the firſt and chiefeſt part of their Ordination, 
and the Men that appointed them were Men of 
Apoſtolick Power, and Prerogative, of which none 
now are poſſeſt; with what Face then can you from 
hence draw ſo wide and wild an Inference, as that 
Dioceſan Prelates have Power to ordain Preachers for 
all the Congregations in the Nation ? and that moſt 
imperiouſly alſo, without any Fore-choice,or Election 
of the People: which is as directly oppoſite as any 
thing can be to this Example, tho? you boldly bring it 
forth, as a Text of your own Side: by this ſurel 
you may ſee how little you have ſtudied the Scri- 
pture, or ſtand to the true Senſe of it. | 

(4) The reaſon why the Apoſtles laid their Hands 
on theſe firſt Neacons, was not to make Impoſition 
of Hands neceſſary, or eſſential to the Ordination of 
Deacons, or Overſcers of the Poor; but from the 
Power.the Apoſtles had to convey an extraordina 
Meaſure, or — Gifts of the Holy Spirit by tho 


Impoſition of their Hands; which theſe ne choſen | 


Deacons now partook of, as it was moſt meet they 
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y of mould, in their entering upon this ne ChurchoOffice; = 
need of which we have full Evidence, by the Examples of „ 
the to of them, Stephen the Proto-martyr, and after 1 
call him of Philip, both theſe wo fill'd with the Holy L 
Ser- WW Spirit to ſuch a degree, as plainly ſhews the laying of [. 
e ſe- Hands on them, was not uſed in Form only, but in i 
were Power alſo; beſides which, I might tell you, that if 4 
hem you believe Hands ſhould be laid on Deacons, or Over- Pa 
rreat fers of the Poor, hereby you condemn the greateſtt Y 
pon Sticklers, and Contenders for this Ceremony, as guilty A 
1 of of a very great Neglect, in not beſtowing upon any 1 
ſion of their proper Deacons, or Parith Overſcers, | | 
and Goodly Ceremony. | 9 
SS And thus, Sir, you ſee how little his Inſtance of þ 
cted the /even Deacons, ſerves the Cauſe you advance, 1 
ap- And that oer Inſtance which you here bring in 1 
tion again of Paul, and Barnabas, their ordaining Elders t i 
ion, ſerves your Cauſe as little: For you can never prove | 
1 of either that they performed thoſe Ordinations, as i 
one Biſhops, or with Impoſition of Hands, or without the 4 
rom Election of the Churches; if therefore you ſhould cite 1 
that this Text a thouſand times over, we will never al- f 
5 for low the extraordinary Power, and Prerogatives of i 
nolt Apoſiles, to be juſtly claimed by your Hierarchy, un- 4 
Hon leſs they can make good their Claim, by ſhewing an 1 
2 Apoſjolical Power equal in them, to their Pretence, Þ 
g it Which hitherto they have never been able to evince, 
nor are any more like to do hereafter. | 
cri= WW Your /af pretended proof of Epiſcopal Ordination, 
from your Biſhoping of Timothy, and Titus, is alto- 
nds gether fabulous. Thoſe excellent Men, were itinc- 
ion rant Evangeliſts, not ſettled Biſhops, leaſt of all, were 
1 of they Metropolitans, or Lord Biſhaps. "Theſe two 
the Evangeliſts have been un- biſhoped long ago, by an 
ary able Pen, to their Honour, not to their Diſgrace; 
the for Evangeliſis were greatly ſuperiour to Biſhops, in 
ſen 2 r — — 


* 


S 1 . = 
; F JKCES 14; £3: 
e Power, 


* br 2 

— — . OTIS 
. 2 — — — * — 
= * — Sy _ _ 
WO, 4 7 — TY — 


— 
— — ñ— 2 og — — f 

by »— + — — — . — . ——ů ä 
_ — * 7 = . — * — 
— = EATER ud E — T— — JT k * 
—— — * em tb — my rw en tr ne _ * 3 — 4 
— — — — 4 . = LL IIS — - 
232 . 22 94 — — — — — — 

— 8 — * 2 , — a Poms ” 
FR a 


.. anion ens eb 
— — — — 4 — 
* 1 W © R * 7 


8 5 + 
("2 1 
Power, Gifts, and Government. Timothy is expreſly 
called an Evangeliſt, but never a Biſhop, in the holy 
Text: how ee you then contradict the 1 
Language of the Holy Spirit, and thoſe diſtinguiſſ ing 
Titles, and Characters which Himſelf — i upon 
Men? Tis evident alſo by the Hiſtory of Titus, and 
the Epiſtle to Him, that his Office was the ſame as 
Timothy's: and all the Rules given to them about 
Biſbops and Deacons belong d to their Office as Evan. 
geliſts, not at all as Biſhops : for where have any ordi- 
nary, fixed Biſbops, ſuch Charges given to them, as 
are given to Timothy, and Titus? Conſult the Charge 


given by Paul to the fixed Biſhops, or Elders of the 


h of Epheſus, * and the Charge given by Peter, 


to ſtated Biſbops, or Elders: 4 and you'll fee, they 
had zo Power given them, over many Churches; 
but only over their particular Churches: You there» 
fore quite miſs the Mark, and the et of Notions you 
advance, do quite overthrow your Cauſe. + 
And as corrupt is your Judgment, in attemptin 
to bring 7wo Texts together, + to prove that Paul, 
as an Hierarchical Biſhop, ordained Timothy to be a 
Metropolitical Biſhop: And that unleſs Pau] had 
been preſent, as the Lord Biſhop over the Preſby= 
zery, to give the main ſtroke in his Ordination, it 
had even been as invalid, and inſufficient, as Ordis 
nations performed by a meer ordinary Pre/bytery. 
In this aſſuming . ou utter wma fy but by a 
right confidering, «#4 comparing Zheſe places, we 


ſhall find, that 7ho' you are full of Tongue, yet far 


from the Truth; the Suppoſition you go upon bo-: 
ing ſuch ſorry ſtuff, woven in the Brain of your Au- 
thor, from whom you borrow it, that you might 
be aſhamed to vent it. Timothy had indeed a Gift, 
an extraordinary Gift of the Holy Spirit to fit him 


Acts 20. 17, 28, 29, 30. _ 
{x1 Tim. 4. 14. with 1 Tim. 1.6. 


far 


Iz Tim. 4. 3 
11 Pet. 5, 1—5. 


[ 23 ] 

for his extraordinary Work; viz. the Work of an 
Evangeliſt : Which Gift was beſtow d upon him, 
(..) By Prophecy, that went before of him; bur 
when, and by whom, is not mention d.“ 
(2.) By laying on the Hands of the Preſbytery, 
which certainly refers to nothu:g leſs than what 
your ſelf ſeem d to acknowledge, an Elderſbip of 
Apoſtles, or Apoſtolical Men, who had the Power 
of conferring the extraordinary Gifts of the Ho- 
ly Spirit; and this is evident, not only in that Paul, 
an extraordinary Officer, was one of that Pre ſby- 
tery which conferr'd this Gift upon Timothy; 
whence we have ground to believe, all the Prefs. 
bytery were of the /ame Sortz but alſo, from the 
total Silence of Holy Writ about ordinary Offi- 
cers conferring any ſuch a Gift upon any, of which 
we do not once read in Scripture! As to your 
Tall about the different Force of the Prepoſitions, 
Ale and 7, in theſe Places, tis mere triffſing; 
for doubtleſs, when Paul fays the Gift was given 
by Prophecy, with the laying on of the Hands of 
the Pre ſbytery, he muſt needs include his own Im- 
poſition of Hands along with that Apoſtolical Preſs 
bytery: And tho' in the Second Epiſtle he mentions 
only his own Act, yet under that, the Act alſo of 
that whole extraordinary Preſbytery muſt neceſſarily 
be compris'd. And as for the Variation of the 
Prepoſition, nothing is more common in Holy 
Writ, where the Prepoſitions are equipollent, or 
of like Force; and if you will ſearch the Scrip- 
ture, you will find F { to ſignify as much 
as Al, as to agency, (5c. | 


W hcrefore, there is not the leaſt Ground from 


hence to conceit, (as you do) that Par] acted in 
this Affair, as a Lord Biſhop in his Conſiſtory: 
That Timothy was hereby ordain'd a Biſhop, and 


*1Timk i 1% Acts xiv. 27. ch. xv. 4, &c. 
that 
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Scripture for this, if you can; you would then 
_ thew that which the World never yet ſaw. The the 


N 5 F 
1 that his Ordination would, or could not have dr, 
1 been valid, without the Preſence and Power of Cit 
| Paul, as a Biſhop: or that Impoſition of Hands is 

bY ; eſſential to all Ordinations, altho the Impoſers can ful 
1 ve no ſuch Gift as this extraordinary Pre ſbyterß M 
. ic: Who doth not ſee, that theſe are ſo far an 

ihe from being genuine Concluſions, - that ſome of 
= them are plain Contradictions to the Texts alledg'd th: 
w_— by 3 and all of them mere Prelatical Chimeras ? thi 
4 Wo In the End of this Paragraph, you confeſs, that dei 
1 the Name Preſbyter, or Elder, in the Apoſtles Days, WI 
#Y did frequently, it not always, ſignify a Biſhop - Yet de 
fy at the ſame time, you maintain the Superiority of the 
ug the Biſhop's Office, above an Elder's, or Pre ſbyter's, the 
. to a Degree of Equality with the Apoſtles; and Evan- un 
by eliſts. | | | 9222 ſay 
og But, Sir, how can this hang together? If a Bi- and 
"TH ſhop was the fame as an Elder, and an Elder the WC 
bu fame as a Biſhop, (that is, #wo Names given to the WM D 
1 ame ordinary Church Officers) in the Apoſtles cle 
| . times, why ſhould they be diftinguiſh'd a, or in 
TY made into two diſtinct Orders and Offices? Who Car 
3 was the Author of this Diſtinction? Not Cnris rm, ar . 
1 or his Apoſtles; they never gave Biſhops a Superi- Bil 
= ority above Elders, or an Equality with them- aft: 

W's | 

[| ſelves; produce any /ingle Text, any Tittle of Te 
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'k Truth is, the proud Spirit of Anti-chriſt was the IS 
wy ſole Author of this Diſtinction, ſo that you can- W s 
Wh. not well engage in the Defence of a worſe Cauſe or 
i 5 than this, of the Equality of Biſhops with Apo- dot 
* fles, and of the Superiority of Biſhops above El- 1 
8 ders; which has a Tendency to maintain the 

Wl: _ Pope's Supremacy above all For verily this is J 
* the Center of that firſt invented Diſtinction of Bix 45 
. ſhops Superiority over Pre/byters; Nor have you _ cho 
"8 any more Scripture for ſetting a Biſhop over a 3 | 
. * = 


"Fr 


dred Congregations, than any can ſhew for pla- 


cing the Pope over an hundred Thouſand. 
But there are, beſides many others, #wo ſuch 
full Texts of Scripture, as will for ever ſtop your 


Mouth, as to this Matter, if you be a Man of 


any oy and Sobriety. 
The firſt is in As, where we firſt read 
that any Mini ſters of CHRIST are call'd Biſhops z 
the Import of which Term is moſt obvious, by conſi- 
dering, that the very ſame ordinary Church Officers, 
whom the Text calls Preſbyters, ageoCvrieec, of El- 
ders, in one Verſe, it terms E xine, Or Biſhops, in 
the other; and why the /ame Word is not tranſlated 
the ſame Way, as in all other Places, I cannot ſee, 
unleſs ſome that had a hand in the Tranſlation, 
ſaw this Text too plain a Proof, for the Parity 
and Identity of Biſhops and Preſbyters; and that it 
would be too plain a Reproof, of their Lordly and 
Dioceſan Hierarchy, againſt which this Text is as 
clear as the Day: For we here read of many Biſhops 
in oze Church, or Congregation, (and no body 
can prove by Scripture more than one Church, 
at Ephe/as, at this time) but we never read of one 
Bithop ſet over many Churches, or Congregations, 
after the Lordly Dioceſan Form, in all the New 
Teſtament. 

| The Second Place I ſhall mention, to prove 
the Parity or Identity of Biſhops and Preſbyters, 
is in Titus, | Where the Apoſtle giving to him, 
as an Evangeliſt, a Charge about the appointing, + 
or ſceing to the due placing of Elders in every City; 


doth inſtantly, in deſcribing the Characters of ſuch 


* Chap. xx. 17. with 28. Chap. i. 5. with, 7. 


4 For/otheWord za&@5 15x; properly ſignifies, appoiriiianyg, | not 


or daining, as we read it.] Titus was not by his own Power 
to ordain any, bat to ſee, that one of thoſe whom the People 


choſe, ſhould he ordain'd, at ſuch as anſwer'd the follow- | 


ing Characters, Ver. 6. exc. | 
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as ſhould be ordain'd, vary the Name, calling the 

very /ame Church Officer, a Biſhop, whom be- 

fore he had term'd an Elder, or Preſbyter : This 
eat Stock of Ignorance or Impudence. 

Well then, down falls your Diſtinction of the 
Superiority of Biſhops above Elders, and therewith 
your Notion of Biſhop-Ordainers, as the Apoſtles 
Succeſſors, equal to them in Rule and Govern- 
ment, and ſuperior to all Preſbyters; without 
whole Interpoſition of Power, and Impoſition of 
Hands, no Man (ſay you) can be call'd of Gop 
to the Miniſtry : But I hope you will be of ano- 
ther Mind, when you have thought this Matter 
over again without Prejudice, or pinning your 
Faith upon blind and bigotted Writers. 

J ſhall ot here follow you one Step in your 
long Maze of Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory, Canons of 
the Catholick Church, Canons of Councils, c. 
which are your main Props: for the Eſtabliſhment 
of Lordly Prelacy. I am commanded not to give 
Heed to Fables, and the Commandments of Men that 


none can deny or gainſay, I am ſure, without a 


turn from the Truth; * and ſure I am, the Canons 


you collect, are of this Sort: Allo I am fully per- 
tuaded, that the My/tery of Iniquity began to work, 
even in the Apoſtles Days; and that, even then, 
Diotrephes lov'd to have the Preeminence, (i. e.) the 
Prelacy; and that between the Apoſtles and Con- 
ftantine's time, many flower Steps were taken to- 
wards the Advancement of the Man of Lin, and 
Son of Perdition; tho” after his time, they gallop'd 
with the greateſt Speed, to the Height of Luci- 
ferian Pride and Primacy And therefore, I heed 
not oxe Tittle of all that you quote out of your 


ſburuus and adulterated Authors, concerning the 


three Orders of the Clergy; the High Prieſt, Prieſts, 


„„ 1. 4. "O0093:-I6- 


and 


| f #7 ] „ 
and Levites of the Chriſtian Church; (Language, 
erfectly Jewiſh in its Original, and Popiſh in its 
Revival nor what you affirm about Biſbop's Thrones, 
out a and Pre ſbyrers inferior Scats: The naming thele 
Things, is a ſufficient haming them, there being 
F the not a Syllable of this fort of Speech in all the New 


with Teſtamentz whence it's aſtoniſhing that you have 
tles the Front to impoſe ſuch Trumpery upon us, at 
vern- this time of the day, in order to eſtabliſh the ſpurious 
hout Superiority of Biſhops over Preſbyters, with the 
MN of ee Authority you pretend to be given them, 
Gop in the primitive and pureſt Times, (as you call them.) 
ano- It may ſuffice, I have plainly prov'd, that from the 
atter Beginning it was ot 10, and ſure I am, thoſe you 
your call primitive Times were too impure, to afford us a 

pure Platform of Church Government; and farther 
your I am certain, that af Biſhops had not been let up 
Ss of above Pre ſbyters, the Pope had never been ſet up 


Se. above all Miniſters. | 

nent But that 1 may fay ſomething, fully and fairly 
give (to refute all your fabulous Hiſtory, and corrupt 
that Collections,) from infallible Authority, which will 
nons be ſomething more to the Purpoſe, and for the Rea» 
per- der's Profit, than to follow you in all your Fan- 
ork, cies, I will (by Gop's Help) ſubjoyn (according 
hen, to my Promiſe) a ſhort, and plain Hiſtory of the 
the Ordinations in the New Teſtament, and of the 
Don- Uſe and Ends of the Impoſition of Hands, and then 
to- 1 ſhall think of making an end with you. 

and Our Lord Jesvs CHRIS, being elected, or or- 
Þp'd dain'd by the FarhER, to be the Apoſtle and High 
Aci- Prieſt of our Profeſſion, was openly conſecrated, 
iced ſeabd, and ſet apart to His great Office, by the 
our Deſcent of the Holy Spirit upon Him, without 
the meaſure, whereby he was declar'd to be the Son 
efts, of Gop with Power, by the Spirit of Holineſs. * 


Mat. nt, 16. John i. 32, 33, 34. John vl. 27. ROW. 1. 4- 


Heb. iii. r. 
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Aſter this His ſolemn Inauguration, from among 


the reſt of his Diſciples, He call'd Twelve from 
their worldly Profeſſions, or Occupations, to be 
His cloſe and conſtant Companions, that they 
might have a time of Preparation for the great 
Office of Apoſtleſbip, to which they were deſign'd: 
And thus He is ſaid to have wade, or ordain' d, 
them; and this is all the Ordination they had, in 
order to their publick Miſſion and Minifiverion. * 

When theſe Twelve had becn thus ſeparated 


for a Seaſon, they had from our Lorp an actual 


Miſſion for preaching the Goſpel, and working of 
Miracles, which yet was limited to the loſt Sheep 
of the Houſe of Iſael, and this was their proper 
primary Apoſtleſbip, of which Three Evangeliſts 
give us a diſtinct Hiſtory. T 


And after this, our Lorp appointed other Se⸗ 


vent alſo, and ſent them forth to preach, and 
heal, 2π˖’o and two, before his Face: + But their 
Service ſeems to be but temporary; for whatever fa- 
bulous Hiſtory ſays of them, the /acred never men- 
tions a Word of any Office they cver had, or held, 
after this time, in the Church: But after our 
,ORD's Reſurrection, He enlarg'd the Commiſſion 
f His Twelve Apoſiles, to diſciple and baptize all 
ations; or that they ſhould preach the Goſpel 
to every Creature; which was their Apoſtolical 
Commiſſion; the Power of the Keys * ſeeming to 
be granted to them, not as Apoſtles, fo much as 
Diſciples; becauſe tis the ſame which was granted 
zo, f and executed by, the whole Church. + And 
thus we have the brief Hiſtory of the Ordination 
Compare Mark iii. 13, 15. with Luke vi. 12, 14. 

7 Mat. x. all. Mark vi. 7, to 14. Luke ix. 1, 0 7. 

+ Luke x. 1, to 20. ] Mart. xxviii. 19. Mark xvi. 15. 

ỹ $3, 217, J Mat. xvi. 18, 19. ch. xvill.. 17, 18, 


+ 1 Cor. y. 3—5. 2 Cor. ii. 6=8, Compare John xvii. 


of 


- 


18, with ch. xx. 19, 21, 


E 
of the Twelve, with their prior, and leſſer, and 
their after, and larger Commiſſions: Together, with 
all that we read of the Seventy in Scripture, where- 


in let it be remark'd, and remember d, 1½, That 
we have not the leaſt Hint of any Iinpoſition of 


Hands us'd by our Saviour, in any of thoſe Ordi- 
nations, or Commiſſions: We read not that our 


Lon laid his Hands on any one of the Twelve, 


or Seventy, in 3 and ſending them forth; 
tho' ſurely, had this Ceremony been eſſential to 
the Form of / Ordination, ſuch a material Circum- 
ſtance would not have been omitted in the Holy 
Hiſtory. 24ly, Nor yet do we read one Word of 
His making, or conſtituting them to be Biſbops, 
or ſettled ſtated Officers for any particular Churches, 
but He ordain'd them Apoſtles, with a general Com- 


miſſion, to act for Him in all Places, Sc. which is 


a Matter of a vaſtly different and ſuperior Nature. 
The next Ordination we read of, is that of Mat- 
zhias, in the room of Judas, who fell by Tranſ- 
Same that he might go to his own Place. The 
tory of this Ordination, we have in 4#s. * Our 
Lokxp would not ſupply the Vacancy of Judas, 
before His Aſcenſion, but left this Work to be 


done by His Church, which (the Number of their 


Names together being about one Hundred and Twen- 
ty) were aſſembled in an upper Room, among whom, 
Peter, ſtanding up in the Midſt of them, directs his 
Speech to all the Men and Brethren of the Congre- 
gation, and x07 to the Ten Apoſtles only; in which 
Speech he declares, at the ſame time, the Neceſſity of 
the Fall of Judas, F and of the Election of another in 
his room; whereupon [THEY] the Men, and Bre- 
thren, to whom he addreſs'd his Speech, appointed 
Two, and [THEY] pray'd ; the ſame Men, and 


| Brethren, all joyn'd in Prayer by the Mouth of 


+ Ads i. 16-23. 
ſome 


$ 
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ſome one, or more; and [THE] gave forth their 
Lots, the /ame THE] ſtill, the Men, and Bre- 
thren, of the Church, and the Lot fell upon Mat- 
thias, and he was hereby (as an Apoſtle) number'd 
with the Eleven, and ſo fill'd up the Number of 

Twelve again: The Greek Word, tranſlated num- 
Ber d, (i. e.) voſx ae], ſignifies, properly, and 
lainly, that * he was choſen by common Suffrages, 
Votes, or Voices: And thus Beza tranſlates it: 
Nor can this Word, according to the Scope of 
this Place, have any other Senſe or Turn given 
to it. Here then you ſee an Apoſile ordain'd by 
the Election of the Men, and Brethren, of the 
Church, and that without any Impoſition of Hands, 
for there is not the leaſt Hint of the Uſe of that 
Rite, in the Ordination of Matthias. Tis true, 
here was an Appeal, by Prayer, to Providence, 
for the Guidance or Determination of the Churches 
Lots, or Votes; becauſe #wo Candidates for Apo- 
ſtleſhip, were preſented by the Church; howbeit, 
the Ordination was plainly made by popular Ele- 
Zion, or the Approbation of the Multitude. 8 
From hence I come to the Story of the Seven 
Deacons, which is the next in Courſe: + The Oc- 
caſion whereof, was from a Complaint of the Neg- 
left of the Poor in the Church. W hereupon, the 
Twelve call the Multitude || of the Diſciples, that 
1s, the whole Church, unto them, and tell them, 
that the Burden of temporal and ſpiritual Service 
together, (which ſome now covet ſo much) was too 
great for their Shoulders; whereon, they ſpeak to 
the Brethren, * to look out, and elect from among 
them, Seven Men, whom they might appoint over 


Communibus calculis, aut Suffragiis allectus eſt. f Qui 
Communibus calculis allectus eſt, cum undecim Apoſtolis. And 
his Note upon it, is, Calculis conjetis ſenteutia olim, frue 


. 


- 


ſuffragia declarabantur, 
+ Acts vi. I=7, Ver. 2. . 
this 


Ws 1 
this Buſineſs, becauſe they would wait upon their 
ſpiritual Miniſtry continually. * And this Saying, ſo 
pleas'd the whole. Multitude, I that hereupon, they 
choſe, or elected, Seven, whom Trey (that is, 
the People) ſet before the Apoſtles, who pray'd, and 
laid their Hands on them. Herein, note, 1/, The 


Peoples Election of the Seven. 2dly, The Apo- 


les Appointment of them: The Peoples Election is 
ſet down as the firſt, and chief Part of their Or- 
dination, (as we obſerv'd before) and the Apoſtles 
witneſs'd, both to the Authority and Ability of the 
People, for chuſing meet Church Officers for them- 
ſelves, when they here directed them to look out fit 
Men. Whence we may certainly conclude, that 


thoſe who are capable of looking out, and electing 
Men fit to be Deacons, are as capable of looking 


out, and elefting Meñ fit to be Elders, when they 
ſtand in need of them: The Apoſtles Appointment 
confirm'd them indeed, in their Office, by ſolemn 
Prayer, as the Mouth of the Church, with which 
they joyn'd Impoſition of Hands, not in Form on- 


ly, (as a mere ordaining Ceremony, neceſſary in all 


Ordinations, for then Matthias, and the reſt of the 
Apoſtles, could not have been ordain'd without it) 


but in Power, beſtowing thereby extraordinary 


Gifts of the Holy Spirit on theſe ne choſen Dea- 
cons, which evidently appears, firff, by the Story 
of Stephen's being ſo full of Power, f as to do great 
Monders and Miracles among the People preſently 
after, which was not mention'd fo expreſly of him 
before: As alſo by the Story of the great Miracles 
wrought afterward by Philip, another of theſe 
Deacons; Divine Wiſlom ſo ordering it, that this 
new Office, eſpecially at ſch a Time, and in ſuch 
a Place, ſhould be honour'd and dignity'd with an 
extraordinary Bounty of ſpiritual Gifts. 


* Ver. 4. f Ver. 5. + Acts vi. 8. || Chap. viii. 6, 7. 
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From hence then it is moſt clear, that the Churches 


of Curisr have both Authority, and Ability, for 


chuſing all the Officers they want, and in particu» 
lar Deacons. © | 5 


After this, we read of Barnabas his firſt Miſſion, | 


from TR Chunxch at Jeruſalem to carry on the 
Work of God at Antioch; * for we no where read of 
any Miſſion he had before this Delegation from the 


Church, and therefore this Place ſtands good, for the 


purpoſe for which I „ift produced it, namely to 
prove, that a viſible Church has a Power to {end forth 
Perſons fit to preach the Mord of Gop, in order to 
carry on the Wort of Gop: Nor can you ever 


ſqueeze The Cnurcn here into the number, or 


narrow Compals of the Twelve only; altho' you have 
in vain tryed and tugg'd at it. 

But to go on, we next read of the Miſſion, or 
Separation of this Barnabas, with Paul, from the 
Church at Antioch, by the expreſs Call of the Holy 
Spirit; | wherein we ſee, % their Appointment to 
publick Apoſtleſhip, was by the immediate Voice 
of the Holy Spirit; yet the outward Act of their 
Separation, was from the whole Church : which evi- 
dently appears, in that when they return'd from their 


firſt Expedition, they rehearſe their Succeſs to the 


whole Church : + to whom they had not thus own'd 
themſelves accountable, had they not been ſent out by 
them, and that with folemn Faſting, and Prayers; 
whereto was adjoin'd Impoſition of Hands, by /zch 
certainly, - as could impart exiraordinary Gifts of 


the Holy Spirit, by impoſing their Hands; for this 


Was not a mere formal Act, nor yet to ordain them to 


be publick Preachers of the Goſpel, which they 

Loth were before; hut Hands were laid on them, to fall 
them with a greater Meaſure of the Holy Spirit, for 
this greater Nor, upon which they were now en- 


— 
9 


* AMS. XL 22, 


+ Acts. xiv. 26, 27. 
tring, 


Acts ri I, 4. 


. $ 
tring, whereof we have this Aſſurance, that after 20s 
Impoſition of Hands, Paul and Barnabas were em- 
powered to do Miracles; which we do not read the 


did before: + By this Impoſition of Hands then, theſe 


two new Apoſtles receiv'd the fame extraordinary 


Gifts of the Foly Spirit, which the Twelve did by 


the firſt mighty Effuſion, or Baptiſm of the Spirit. 
So that from hence you cannot infer one tittle in fa- 
vour of any Prelate's Impoſition of Hands, as ſupe- 
rior in Office over, or as a neceſſary Form of Or- 
dination of any Preachers. N 
From hence paſs we to the famous Story of the or- 
daining Elders in every Church, which you would fain 
have to be the /ole Act of Paul and Barnabas, and that 
too by right of Epiſcopacy; both which Conceits are 
palpably falſe, yea very falſe; for as we have no reaſon 
to believe theſe Elders were ordain'd with the Impoſi- 
tion of Hands becauſe we read not a Syllable of it, % 
neither that they were ordain'd by any Impoſition of 
them upon the People, without the Peoples free and 
full Election; no, in truth, Paul and Barnabas were 
no ſuch Lords over God's Heritage, no more than they 
were Dioceſan Biſhops. This I have plainly prov'd: 
they were not ſtated Biſhops, but Apoſtles; and there- 
fore their Act in theſe Ordinations, was by right of 


Apoſtleſbip, and not by right of Epiſcopacy, as you 


dream. Tho' could you prove them here to be the 
ſole Ordainers, (which yet you cannot) your Prelates 
would gain nothing thereby, becauſe as thoſe Apoſtles 
were no ſuch Biſhops as yours, ſo nor will your Biſhops 
be found to be ſuch Apoſtles, or any way like to them 
in Order or Office, leaſt of all, in Gifts or in Grace. 
But torleave this, notwithſtanding what you would 
infer from the ſpecial and limited Ule, and the ſenſe of 
the Greek, word yeeororiw as reſpecting Gop Him- 
{elf, * I cannot ſee or believe that Paul and Barnabas 


1 Acts 13.11, ch.14. 3. and 811. || Ib. 14,23, * Ib. 10. 47. 
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[34] | 


were the /o/e Ordainers of theſe Elders in this Place, 


for theſe following Reaſons. . | : 
(i.) Becauſe the word doth literally ſignify (as your 
Oracle and you are conſtrain'd to own) to ſtretch out 
the Hand, or to hold it up in chuſing in Popular Elec- 
tions by Suffrages ; which ſufficiently confirms what 
we affirm; nor can this be diſanull'd by your fancy 
that the word cannot be taken ſo here, becauſe you 
conceit it expreſſes only the Act of to Men, namely, 


Paul and Barnabas; for this word, whenever fpoke of 


Men, is expreſſive of the Peoples Act, as is evident by 
the uſe of it in the only place beſides in all the New Te- 
ſtament, here it is mention'd as the Act of Men.+ There 
you Have it tranſlated fo, as manifeſtly ſhews it doth 
ſignify popular Choice, Conſent, or the Act of the 
People; why then another Senſe ſhould be put upon 
it here, is not eaſy to ſay, unleſs it be to rob the Churches 
of their Rights, in order to robe the Prelates with 
them. Leys 
(2.) The beſt of Tranſlators, have render'd the 
word as including the Choice, and Conſent of the 
Churches, or their ordaining Elders [ ipſis] to them- 
ſelves. Thus Beza,* Paſor, the Belgick, the A em- 
bly's Annotations, c. allow the word to be read; 
and by their Notes they confirm this Senſe of it. 

(3.) We have no more reaſon, to make Ordaining 


the /ole Act of theſe Apoſtles, than we have to make 


Praying and Faſting. their /o/e Acts: Praying, and 
Faſting, are mention'd, as their Acts, as much as Or- 
daining, but yet we may not take theſe to be their 
ſole, and ſingle Acts, without the Concurrence of the 


Churches; for there's no doubt but they prayed, and 


faſted in Conjunction; fo then, muſt the word Or- 
dained be taken, not as their ſole Act, without the 
Churches, but as the ſocial Act, both of them, and 


— * — 


e.. * Quumque ipſis per Suffragia creaſ- 
ſent, &c. Cœtus Suffragiis comprobatos conſtituerunt. 


— 


the 


| [35] 

the Churches; the truth is, the Apoſtles as ſach, 
guided, or preſided, or went before the Churches in 
theſe Actions: And therefore the Actions are men- 
tion'd as theirs Principally, but not ſo Particularly, 
and only, as to exclude thePeoplez Moſes is ſaid to chuſe 
theRulers, & and yet they were taken or given by his 
Command from the Peoples Election. F At Gop's 
Commandment Moſes guided in the Affair, but his 
Act did not exclude the Peoples Election: And thus 
in this Caſe, the Apoſtles, and People /ocially, neither 
of them ſolely, Ordained Elders here. 

a 4 I cannot believe that Paul and Barnabas made 
theſe Elders without popular Election, becauſe this 
would have been contrary to former Precedents; 


the Eleven Apoſtles would not make another Apoſtle, 


without the Choice of the Church: nor would the 
twelve Apoſtles appoint Deacons, as much as they 
were wanted, without the Conſent of the Church: 
And therefore I can never be perſuaded that theſe 
Zwo Apoſtles would ordain ordinary Teaching, and 
Ruling Elders without the free Election of the 
Churches. We have zo reaſon to ſuppoſe that Paul, 
and Barnabas acted more arbitrarily, and deſpotical- 
ly than the other ApoſiJes, their Commiſſion was not 
greater, nor ought any to think they would act be- 
yond their Commiſſion. | | 

Thus having briefly run over the Hiſtory of Ordi- 
nations, mention'd in the Acts, Ifhall juſt touch up- 


on the Miſſions, and Ordinations ſpoken of in the 


Epiſtles. 8 | 

And ft let us inſpect the Election of that Brother, 
whoſe Praiſe was throlighout the Churches: + Tis 
not expreſsd who this Brother was, but tis plain he 
was choſen of the Churches, to travel with the Apo» 
ſtles: Which is mention'd as his chief Commenda- 
tion. The Apoſtle ſets forth his Eminency, by his 
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4g choſen to his Work by the common Conſent of 
the Churches, or by their Votes, and Suffrages, as the 
Greek Word literally imports: That he had any 
prior, or other Miſſion, from Men before or be- 
ſides this, you cannot prove, whatever you pre- 
tend: Nor can we allow you, or your Authors, 
the Cheat of cramping theſe Churches into Synods of 
Biſhops, of which the Scripture makes not the 
leaſt mention. Churches, in Scripture, ſignify the 
Congregations of Chriſtians, and there ſuch Commu- 
nions are call'd Churches, even before Elders were 
ordain'd in them. * To theſe Churches, and their 
Miſſions, the Apoſtle gave /o great Veneration, (as 
I hinted to you before) that in this fame Chapter T 
he ſets forth the Dignity of Titus, and the other 
Evangeliſts, by ſtiling them The Meſſengers of the 


Churches; in which Reſpect, alſo, they were the 


Glory of CuRIS TH Himſelf, Now is it probable, 
that thoſe who had ſo great a Share in 1iſioning 
of extraordinary Officers, whoſe Power reach'd to 
all the Churches, ſhould not have any Share in 
commiſſioning of ordinary Officers, whoſe Office- 
Work is limited to each of their Churches re- 
ſpectively? Surely this can never. be, and there- 
ore ſpeak no more ſo ſcornfully of Church Ordi- 
nations, leſt you be found to contemn, even 
_ Cuntsr Himſelf, the Sovereign Head of all His 
Churches. E | 
I ſhall next ſpeak to the Ordinations, mention'd 

in the Epiſtles to Timothy, and Titus The Apo- 
ſtle Paul exhorts his Son Timothy, t to commit 
thoſe things which he had heard of him, to faith» 
ful Men, able to teach others alſo. But this com- 
mitting Power, whatever it was, or however it 
was exercis'd, was not the Buſineſs of a Biſhop, as 
you fancy, but of an Evangeliſt; for Timothy was 
r Con$,25: fi Tim; s: 1, 2. 

7 


15 3 
no Biſbop, as hath been before proved; to which 
let me add, that if Timothy had been the Biſhop of 


the Church at Epheſus, then Paul needed not to 


have beſought him to abide there longer, for his 
Office would have oblig'd him to have abode there 
always. * It is dae re a notorious Falſhood 
which we have in the pretended Poſtſcript, (which 
is not Scripture, hut Impoſture) that Timothy was 
ordain'd the Firſt Biſhop of the Church of the Ephe- 


ſiaus; whereas we read of their Firſt Biſhops ſent for 


by Paul to Miletus; when Timothy was ſo far 
from being their Biſhop, that he was Paul's Com- 
panion in Travel: Here then, the Fir Biſhops of 
Epheſus are plainly enough diſtinguiſn'd from 77- 
mothy. I The Makers of this Lye had ſurely a bad 
Memory, or a bold Mouth; any Man may as well 


-conceit that Paul was the Firſ# Biſhop of Epheſus, 


as that Timothy was: The Truth is, Timochy was 


u Biſhop, firſt, or laſt, either of Epheſus, or of 


any other Place, but an Evangeliſt, that is, one 
diſtinct from, and above all Biſhops z and there- 
fore it's high Preſumption for any ordinary Biſhops, 
or Elders, to attempt to rival it with him, in his 
extraordinary Evangelical Work, or Office. 


Again, this committing Power that Timothy was 


intruſted with, doth ot imply that he once ordain'd 
thoſe faithful Men, leaſt of all, with Impoſition 
of Hands, as the neceſſary Form thereof, or with- 
out the Election of the People, as an unneceſſary 
Part thereof: This would have been contrary to 
former Precedents of Ordination. But this Exhor- 
tation to Timothy, doth import, that he, as an 
Evangeliſt, ſhould ſee that meet, or faithful Men 
were plac'd in the Miniſtry of all the Churches he 
came to. 'This was his Charge, and this was to 
be an Example to al] the Churches of future 
Ages. ah Ein fa ls | 
F I Acts 20. 4. with 17. 28. 
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Thus alſo the Apoſtle Paul tells his Son Ti 
for what Caufe he left him in Crete; * namely, 
that he ſhould ſet in Order the Things that were 
wanting, and ordain Elders in every City, as be 
Bad appointed him. This, indeed, was his Order, 
but what is this to the /o ordaining Power of 
ordinary Biſhops, over many Churches? Sure it is, 
Titus was no fix'd Dioceſan Biſhop, but an itinerant 
Evangeliſt like unto Timothy ; The whole Hiſtory 
of him proves this, as well as this Epiſtle to him: 
You til find that he was a moveable, and not a 
fix'd Miniſter, and Pauls leaving him in Crete, 


being but pro tempore, plainly ſhews, that he was 


30 Biſbop there, as the Poſtſcript falſly inſinuates. 
Had he been a Biſbop there, he would have reſided 
there, altogether, and not have been left there only 
for a Time: Biſhops (as hath been faid) were fix'd 
Officers, not moveable, as Apoſtles and Evangelifts ; 
give any Inſtance, in Scripture, to the cont if 
_ can, for I contemn the Fables of Eccleſiaſtical 

iſtory. To this let me add, that as Titus's or- 
Fe Power may not be claimed by any ordinary 

iſhops, or Elders, ſo neither doth it import, that 
he was the ele Ordainer of thoſe Elders, without 
the Conſent, or Concurrence of the Churches; but 
only that he, as an Evangeliſt, ſhould ſee, that this 
Work of Ordination of Elders, Both as to the Sub- 


jects and Form of it, ſhould be perform'd accor- 


ding to the Appointment of Paul. This is evi- 
dent by what follows, where he is enjoyn'd to take 
Care, that oxly ſuch Men ſhould be ordain'd, as are 
here commended, f and that thoſe who are con- 
demn'd, ſhould be rejected; t and this is yet more clear, 
from the Word here us'd for ordaining; | zaTacyca; 
from xe95,w] which imports no AC of jingle Power to 
make Miniſters, leaſt of all, any Impoſition of Hands, 


ky x Fs Wo F 3 c 8 a. L 
7 Titus r. 6=9, + Ver. 10—13. 
1 


2 Hus 1. f. 


39 ] 
or indeed, any Form of any Epi/copal Ordination; but 


it implies a conducting, or guiding the People ar 
eir 


and appointing over them whom they choſe to 

Office- Work; and ſo it is us'd in the Caſe of the 
Apoſtles, who ordain d, or appointed, ſuch only 
whom the People choſe. * Titus's Act herein, 
was to fee that the Choice was right, and then to 
approve thereof: As afterward, when he is order'd to 


bring Zenas the Lawyer, | and Apollos on their 


Journey, &c. we do not underitand that he ſhould 
do it perſonally, or at his own proper Coſt; but that 
he ſhould /ee it done, according to the Rules of Chri- 
ſtian Love and Friendſhip. So thus, in this Place, 
are we to underſtand the Apoſile's Precept to him, 
about ordaining of Elders, that he ſhould take the 
Care of it upon him, and ſee that it was done ac- 


cording to Scripture Order, as the Apoſtle had 


appointed him. 

Now who that is impartial or unbyaſs' d, can, 
from all, or any of theſe Texts, fairly examin'd, 
find the leaſt Proof of what you would force from 
them, for any Ep:/copal Ordination, or the _ 
tion of Biſhops Hands upon any? But of the Uſe, 
and End, of this Ceremony, I thall ſubjoin a brief 
Collection of New Teftament Texts, by which you 
will ee, that tho this Rite of laying on of Hands, 
was us'd by various Perſons, for various Purpoſes ; 
yet never was it practic'd by any in Form, without 
Power, that is, without conveying either ſome 
ſpiritual or ſpecial Bleſſing: Nor yet do we ever 
read, that it was us'd at any time, by any Apoſtles, 
or Evangeliſts, on any fix'd Biſhops; or by any 
hx'd Biſhops on any others in any Ordinations; and 


| yetwhat a Noiſe do many make about this, as the 


peculiar Dignity of their Biſhops, (ſuch as they are) 
and as abſolutely neceſſary in all their Ordinations ? 


Acts 6. 3 . 1 111 1 
n 


| D — 
o 3 . 


— 4 


— —— 
oP 


* 
f 
I 
1] 


* 
4 
4 
1 
A! 
= 
b. 
1 
3 
4 
4 < * 
; 
71 
5 
by, 
70 
4 
— 
; my” 
2 
q * 
2 4 
1 
== „ 
f 
= - 
Fi 
8 * 
1 
by 
3 
* * 
4% 
1 
* 
4 
F. 
4 
: 2 
. - 
-4 y n 
1 
WH 
3 
7 
* 4 
#.3 
£ 
. :Þ 
— 
1 
* 
IF 
's. 
4 
4 
4 6 
3 C ; 
; 5 
1 4 
: 
. 
13 
5 C 
2 4 
-. "= 
: 
* 4 
2 
4 
2 
5 
— 
4d . 
_>_ 
= 
= 
% 
— = 4 
Wn 
7 
4 
2 
* 
" 
4 Y 
2 


i * 1 
— —_— 


— . 


CENT — 


T 22 Pr 
* * n 4X, — 
. = OY — > 


2m Tae "S, 8 *% 
3 - — 
— — Mz at. — 


— 7 W Tt Ir 
ee 
1 


* 
of 1 
1 
FY 
"y 
. I 
E 
% 
(1; 
x 
.4%7 
. 
4 
171 
"T8 
N. 
" 
= 
j 
4 
3 
18 
” «4 
| 
* 
2 
01/00 
10.9 
F * 
4 
. 
. 
1 
ol 
„ 
att 
4 [1 
1K} 
abi 
[7 4 i o 
* 
Wwe 
[ 9% 
I 
b 
11 
» * 
4 1 
9 
. 
WA. . 
N q 
1 
n 
ih 
inf! 
111 
"MIN 
. 
18 12 4 
. 
„ 
14 


4 
I 4 
. 
* 
1 
* 
1 

* 
15 
11.0 . 

1 * 
| 51 
4 [ 

+ 

1 


pn — = == — 2 ——— — —.— I. TENEDE => 
— . 2x — ID - CT — = x "25 - = 1 8 2 <5 — > - ” 2 
ä — 2 : 4 — _- c nes Gong SS ESI IT ———— HB —— — IR 7 — "Ex — — a 
— — 2 ᷓ F... ye ED Io III Foo ie pa mom og i EET ES SD Ces C—EISE fn. II Ir ro DEAR FEI RI 9 
e rere : k EEE COAT _ hh - EET CIO — = #34 S —— IS: — 3 
a a oth. . ro Sent n Ni — LE — x1 « E, - WT. r ee ws we. 54 24 e Nr a — : 
- . * * . ” — * — < < . * * ta. by — - s a . » 


r 
— 
—— 
— 


— _ — — * 
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[40] 
In the New Tefament, we read of our Lord's" 
haying His Hands on the little Children, brought to 

Him for His Bleſſing; * by which theſe Infants 
were (without Controverſy) ſavingly bleſſed, or 
bleſſed with all ſpiritual Bleſſings. This Inſtance, 
for certain, gives no Countenance to the Uſe of 
this Ceremony, in conveying Miniſterial Orders, 
but it gives us a full ground to believe our LorD's 
Love to Infants and His Good- will to have the. Chil> 
dren of the Faithful continue in His Church, or 
viſible Kingdom upon Earth; however averſe any 
Plungers, or others, be to this precious Privi- 
lege of the Goſpel. F | 

This Rite was us'd alſo by our Lok, as an or- 
dinary Medium, in working of Cures: By laym 
on of Hands, He healed the Sick, F the Blind, 
the Bowed down, &c. t and this very Power, and 
Privilege, He gave at His Aſcenſion, to ſuch as 
Thould have Faith for it; namely, that thereby they 
ſhould recover the Sick, which plainly ſhews, it 
was not to be pretended to by any, without ſome 
proportionate Power. 


The frj# Time we read of the Apoſtle's. uſing 
this Rite, was on the Seven Deacons, or thoſe cho- 
ſen to take Care of the Poor: * This laying on of 
Hands, was not as a neceſſary Form of Ordination, 
(as I have before proy'd) hut as a Means of con- 
ferring ſome extraordinary Gifts of the Holy Spirit. 
So afterwards, the believing Samaritans receiv'd the 
Holy Spirit, (07 his ſaving ſanctifying Graces, for 
theſe they had before, by Philip's Preaching ) but 
His miraculous Gifts, by the laying on of the Hands 
of Peter, and John; and this Privilege being ſo 
great, and fingular, was what Simon the Sorcerer, 
coveted, and would have bought with Money, 


=_ Mat. 19. 13—15. ] ark S357 + Cnap. d 23. | 
Luke 4. 40. Chap. 13. 1113, || Mark 16. 18, Acts. 6. 6. 
Chap. 8, 14—18. | 
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* 


that he might have t it to others; where- 
d more Honeſty than thoſe 


in however, he ſhew 
Prelates, or Preſbyters, who pretend to practice 
this Ceremony without the leaſt Efficacy 


Ananias, call'd only a Diſciple, was inſtrumental in 


conveying both ontward and inward Light to Saul, 


by the laying on of his Hands, for inftantly here- 


EC 


upon he feceiv d Sight, and was filld with the 


Paul and Barnabas were both furniſh'd with ex- 
traordinary Apoſtolical Gifts, and Powers of the 
Holy Spirit, | by the laying on of the Hands of 
the Prophets, who were in the Church of Antioch; 
for this Rite could not be us'd here, as a neceſſary 
Form of Ordination co the Miniſtry ; ſeeing. (as 
we before obſery'd) both theſe had heretofore been 
publick Preachers. 

We read alſo, that the Diſciples at Epheſus re- 
ceivd the Holy Spirit, + that is, the Gifts of 
Tongues, and Prophecy, by the laying on of Paul's 
Hanks and after this, Paul healed the Father of 
Publius, who lay fick of a Fever, and a bloody 


Flux, by the laying on of his Hands. 


And this is what we read about Impoſition of 
Hands, in the Go/pels, and Acts; in the Epiſtles 
we read not of it, till we come to the Apoſtle's 
Exhortation to Timothy, * not to neglect, yea, to 
tir up the Gift in him, which was given him b 
Prophecy, with the laying on of the Hands of the 
Preſbytery. Tis evident, by this Gif? is not meant 
¶docendi officium or) a Gift of Office, or Authority, 
becauſe *tis ſaid to be a Gift in him; and he is 


exhorted to ſtir it up, as an izward Gift. T Now, 


it would be very improper to ſay, Neglect not the 


Office that is in thee, and ſtir up the Office that 


Chap. 9. 10, 12.with 17, 18. f Chap. 13. 3, 4. Wwuh II. 
<>. 14. 3—10, 4 Chap. 19. 5, 6. f| Chap. 28.8, 1 Tim. 
4. 14. with 2 Tim. I. 5. 7. T 2 Tim. I, 6, ! 
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is in thee: Therefore the Gift here ſignifies, ſdo- 
cendi facultatem, or) 4 Gift of Spiritual Power and 
Ability, * accompany'd with other extraordinary 
Gifts of the Holy Spirit, fitting, and furniſhing 
Timothy for his extraordinary Ofhce of an Evange- 


it: And this being the only Gift ſpoken of, as 


given to, and receiv'd by Timothy, by the Impoſi- 
tion of Hands, none can truly infer from hence, 
that Timothy was inveſted with the Office of an 
Evangeliſt, by the laying on of Hands, which is 
not mention'd as the Means of his Ordination, to 
Office- place, but as the Means of his Qualification, 
with Office-grace, for the Work of an Evange- 
lit Leaſt of all can Impoſition of Hands be main- 
tain'd from hence, as a neceſſary Form of Ordina- 
tion, for all ordinary Preachers. Timothy's receiving 
this way, a Giſt of Qualification, or extraordinary 
Spiritual Abilities, for the extraordinary Work of 
an Evangeliſt, doth no way prove that every Mini- 
ſter muſt receive his Ordination by this Ceremony: 
Firſt ſhew us a Paul, or a Preſbytery that can give 
ſuch a Gift of Qualification as Timothy had, by the 
Impoſition of Hands, and then we will contend for, 
but till then we muſt cofitend againſt the vain Uſe of 
this Rite: For we can never believe, that becauſe 
Pau, with a Pre/bytery of Apoſtles, could qualify 
a Man for the Work of an Evangeliſt, by the lay- 
ing on of Hands, therefore every Miniſter no 
muſt have Hands laid on him by any, who are /6 
far from communicating thereby any Spiritual 
Qualifications, that they cannot convey the leaft 
Miniſterial Gift, or ſo much as the Improvement 
of a common Capacity. Hence then, let none 

roduce theſe Texts any more, as Proofs of the 

eceſſity of Impoſition of Hands, in the Ordina- 
tion of Miniſters, till they evince that they uſe it 


. 


* 


So Ver. 7. 


truly 


; (do- 
7 

linary 
thing 
ange- 
of, as 


a Conveyance haſti 


9 1 


6 43 5 


truly, (only for the ſame end) and chroughty | 


(to as good Purpoſe) as Paul, and this Pre/bytery 
did. Certainly ſuch as cannot # -4- the Gift of 
Spiritual Onal;fications, (even the /amg Spirit of 
Power, Sc. which Timothy had) no ſuch have the 
leaſt Warrant from hence, to lay Hands on any, or 
to uſe this Ceremony, as a meer Form of Ordina- 
tion, or as a Power of conferring (as they cant) 


of Offices and Orders. | 


There remains yet oze other Place, which ſpeaks 
of the laying on of Hands in the Goſpel uſe of it, 
and that is, where the Apoſtle cautions Timothy, * 
That he lay Hands ſuddenly on no Man But none 
can prove, that this truely Apoſtolical Canon, be- 
longs to the Ordination of Miniſters, ſince here is 
not the leaſt Mention of any ſuch Ordination. 


Doubtleſs Zimothy, who receiv'd ſuch an extraor- 


dinary Gift of the Spirit by Impoſition of Hands, 
could by the fame Rite convey ſome a 
Gifts of the Spirit; whence he is here caution'd, 
or charg'd, not to give ſo much as the Rite of ſuch 

ly, raſhly, or without due Proof 
and 'Tryal of the Sincerity of the Subject; and that 


this is moſt probable, ig plain, from the Caſe of 


Simon Magus, in which it appears how cautious 


the Apoſtles were, not to beſtow this Symbol on 
any Hypocrites or Reprebates; nor was this Cau- 


tion improper, inaſmuch as to Perſons, neither Evan- 


geliſts nor Apoſtles, were always infallible in their 


Judgment. Whcreon, here, we have no Rea- 


Jon to think, that when Paul ſays to Timothy, 


Lay Hands ſuddenly on no Man; his Meaning is, 
uſe not the Form of Ordination ſuddenly, (for we 


have before prov'd, that this Rite never was a fix'd 
Form of Ordination) hut & be careful nat to im- 
part this Sign of the Gifts of the Spirit, to im- 
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& improper, unmeet Subjects, or to graceleſs Perſons.“ 
Whether they were Miniſters, or Members that 
deſir d the Impoſition of Hands, he muſt fit try, 
and examine them well, before he conferr'd this 
Symbol of Spiritual Gifts upon them. 5 

I make no mention here of that noted Place in 
the Hebrews, * being fully perſuaded, that the Bap- 
tiſins, and Impoſition of Hands there ſpoken of, re- 
fer to the ancient Levitical Rites, as figurative of 
the Evangelical Graces of Repentance and Faith, 
before mention d. And now from this whole Col- 
lection, we cannot but draw theſe 7wo following 
Concluſions. | 

(i.) Impoſition of Hands was never us'd by our 

Lonp, or His Servants, as a neceſſary Form of or- 
daining of Goſpel Miniſters, ſeeing the Twelve Apoſtles 
were all ordain'd without it; and we do not read 
in Holy Writ, that an) Biſhops, or ordinary Elders 
were ever ordain'd with it. | 

(2.) Impoſition of Hands was ever us'd by our 
Lonp CHRIST, and his Servants, as a Rite for con- 
veying ſome Spiritual or Special Bleſſing, which 
none upon Earth nom haying any Power 7o beſtow, 
none therefore ought tò pretend to the Practice of 
an uſeleſs empty Ceremony. : 

And now to draw to a Concluſion : What I have 
affirm'd of the Invalidity of your Ordinations, as de- 
riv'd from the Pope of Rome, is neither crafty, nor 


malicious, but a ſound and folid Argument. 


Beſides, Scripture Reaſon will tell you, that Au- 
#i-chriſt can make ns Miniſters to the Church of 
CnRIsT, any more than the Pretender can make 
Miniſters of State for King George. JIxsus CHRIST 


doth convey no Miniſterial Power by the Pope, for 


whomſoever the Pope ordains, he ordains by an 
Anti-chriſtian Power only; and therefore all ſuch 


. 7 
1 
L 4 * 9 * — n D r ers * . 8 * 
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ſay that it is impoſſible 1 0 thus ordained may have 
been in ſome ways uſeful in their Miniſtry; but none 
of them ever were ſo by virtue of /z2ch their Ordina- 
tions. Nor, except Conſidence may paſs for Evi- 
dence, is it poſſible for you, with all your 4/urance, 
to prove that your Ordinations and Miſſions are 


deriyed from the Apoſtles, ſince your ſelves cannot de- 


ny that they come from the Church of {Rome for, 
who ordain'd the Prelates that were in the Beginning 


of what is call'd the Reformation, but the Pope? And 


did not thoſe Prelates ordain thoſe from whom your 
Ordinations have come down and been continu'd ever 
fince to this Day? So that whatever Line of Succeſ- 
ſion of this Un! you produce, you mult aot expect I 


ſhall pin my Faith upon it; ſince you cannot bring 


it out of the Bible, hut are forc'd to fetch it from 


the Regiſters of Antichriſt, to whole Fables, and end- 
leſs Genealogies, * which miniſter Queſtions rather 


than Godly Edifying, I (with all true Believers) am 
commanded not to give heed. : 

In your Pof/cript, you tell me, there are ſome 
Expreſſions in my Letter, that deſerve rather to be 
pity'd, than exposd: And yet you inſtantly fall to 


: expoſing thoſe ſuppoſed pitiful 8 0 with all the 


Virulence imaginable. Pray, Sir, how does this 
hang together? 

Among thoſe Expreſſions, which you ſay deſerve 
Pity, (tho' they are ſo far from your Compaſſion that 
they cannot find ſo much as common Fuſtice from you) 
you firſt make a Miſrepreſentation of my Words, 
and then would infer a contra liiTng therefrom. 
J faid not, that I preached agreeably to your own 
Articles, c. in the poſitive Degree; but more agree- 
ably than ſome, Fc. in the comparative Degree. 
Therefore that is far from Self- Contradiction which I 
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ſpeak afterwards of diſagreeing with ſome Doctrines, 
and Doings of the Church of England. To preach 


more agrecably than ſome, and to preach altogether 


agreeably, arc plainly diſtinguiſhable. | | 

In your next Paragraph, you would fain go about 
to prove the Commandments of Men, to be the 
Commandments of Gop; but this confutes its ſelf, 
therefore I need ſay nothing to confute it. | 

To your following Sentence, I only reply, that 
whoſoever comes in by Pope, or Prelate into the 
Miniſtry, comes not in by the right Doom or the 
Door ChHRIsr, hut climbs up a By-way z this I have 
prov'dex abundanti, inthe foregoing Page. 


The reft of your Lines are moſtly Razllery, and 


Sophiſtry, of which I think it not worth my while 


to take much more notice; only think it hes upon 


you to prove how People can be in the true Faith, 
without Holineſs of Life. St. James lays, Shew me thy 
Faith, without thy Works, and I will ſhew thee my 
Faith, by my Works. * "Tis no Uncharitableneſs to 
judge the Tree by its Fruits, becauſe our Saviour 
allows us thus to judge. T The Devils are more in the 
true Faith, han wicked, and profane Men; for they 
believe and tremble; + but you ſtrengthen the Hands 
of the Wicked, that they ſhould not return from 
their Wickedneſs, by promiſing them Life. 

That Church is certainly highly to blame (be it 
what it will) that doth 707 ſeparate altogether from 
the Papiſis, in all thoſe things wherein they ſeparate 
from the Scriptures, or true Apoſtolical Chriſtianity, 
The Hiſtory and Canons quoted by you, do ſuffici- 
ently lay open the Corruptneſs of what you call 
primitive Chriſtianity; which was pars elſe, But 


the earlier Beginnings of that Apoſtacy * which after- 


wards ſettled in Popery ;and which ſhould therefore bs 


. - — 


I. 16, 17. : 4 Jam. 2. 19, 20, 
fe 


1 Ezek, I 3. 22. y 2 Theſ. 2, 37. I John 2 18, 19. 


Gop, in which I 
delight, for the Yorks ſake, without the ini! 


| [47] 
as much 4 as the rankeſt, and moſt rots 
ten Popery it {elf. - beth 

And thus I have according to your Advice, (how 
ever /coffingly given) ſeriouſiy ſearched into the Senſe, 
and Meaning of the Scriptures z in which after all, I 
cannot find the leaf# Proof of the Prelatical or Epiſc 
pal Office, or Ordinations you ftrive for, but much 
to the contrary, of which I doubt not, every impar- 
tial and unbiaſs d Reader (whoſe Conſcience is whol- 


y ſubje& to CHRIST ſpeaking in the Scriptures) 
will be fully perſuaded, 7 what is here ſaid from 


the Word of Gop, the ſole Canon or Rule of all 
true Believers: From which I could have added and 


enlarged abundantly on this Subject, but I ſtudy d Bre- 


vity and Perſpicuity for the ſake of the poor plain Peo- 


bour in the Word and Doctrine with all my Heart, 
for the Love J have to their Souls, and the Work of 


again affirm, with all 1 1 
ter De- 


$ 3 I have to do with, among whom, I bleſs Gop, I 


ſign which you injuriouſly lay upon me, to make a 
very good Penny of it, as you ludicrouſly expreſs your 
ſelf, wherein, no doubt, you meaſure my handful of 


Corn, by your over-grown Buſhel ; which yet you muſt 


needs lyingly diminiſh, when you ſay that I am ber- 
ter paid, (tho' but by a few poor People) than you (by 
all the Pariſhes you run to and read in.) Such un- 
gainly Untruths, I muſt needs ſay, do very ill be- 
come one that calls himſelf a Pre/dyter (tho? not 
yet a Prelate) of the Church of England, a Clergy- 
man, and one that pretends to a valid Epiſcopal Or- 
dination; (a ſet of Titles and Terms altogether fo- 
reign to ſound Scripture Speech, which cannot be 
condemned.) Surely if Charity be, as you ſay, the 
Life and Soul of a Chriſtian, and the diſtinguiſhing 

Mark of an Ambaſſador of CHRIS, you can lay 10 
true Claim to Charity, Chriſtianity, or CHRIST's 


Service, till you manifeſt your unfeigned Repentance, 


Or 
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for this your ſongalar and ſcandalous Violation, nor 


of Charity only, but alſo of Verity it ſelf. But I 
will not at preſent follow you any farther in your 
Miſrepreſentations of Truth and me, its hearty and 


. honeſt Votary. If you give me freſh Occaſion, I 


may hereafter be more plain and perfe& in my De- 
fence of both: In the mean time, I ſhall with and 
wait, if Gop peradventure may give you Repentance, 


to the Acknowledgment of the Truth, that you may be 


recovered out of the Snares you are taken in, by giving 
heed to the vain Mord of Men who err from the 
Truth; for certainly ſuch a pretended Proteſtants , as 


would palm upon us the 4»/iriptural Traditions and 
Terms of a © Lineal Succeſſion of Biſhops, uninter- 
* ruptedly handed. down to us from the Apoſtles, 


ce and clothed with the ſame Apoſtolical, Epiſcopal 
« and Paſtoral Power and Prerogatives, with thoſe 


« extraordinary and divinely inſpired Perſons ; Such 


a Pretender, I fay, would as much put out our 
Eyes, and deprive us of all our Senſes, as the raxke 
Papiſt that cries up the Pope's Supremacy, and the 


Truth of Tanſubſtantiation; fince there are no bet- 


ter Proofs for what the one ſays, than for what the 
other affirms : And thus I remain, | 


Tour Servant, in what I may, 


f 


A. HUMPHRYS, 


vs. 


8 
THE 


APPENDIX. 


SIR, | 

SHALL in this Appendix make a return to 

your Poſtſcript, in a few QuesTiONs to, and 
QvorTaTIONs for you, to cure you, if it can be, 
of your confident affirming, which is the way you 
take for confirming your many Conceits. 

And Firſt, When you next read over the New 
Teſtament, let me requeſt you to ſee if you can 


find any Places therein, which will help you to an- 


ſawer the few following QukRIES. . 
(I.) Where Biſhops are made, or call'd Apoſtles 

or Evangeliſts, ſo as to be inveſted with the full 

Power, and Dignity of Apoſtles, and Evangeliſts ? 
(2.) Where Biſhops, and Elders, or Preſbyters, 


are /o diſtinguiſh'd in Office, or Order, as you 
confidently afhrm ? () 2718 


(3) Where is it written, that Biſhops are the 
only Perſons to whom Gop hath delegated a Power 
to grant Commiſſions to others to act as Paſtors, &c. 


fo, as that all but Epiſcopal Ordination is invalid ? 


(4.) Where Deacons are in Scripture ever de- 
{crib'd as Readers in the Church, and Baptizers ? 
(J.) Where any fix'd Bifh 


ops, or Elders, are ex- 


preſly faid to be ordain'd by Impoſition of Hands? 


(6.) Where Impoſition of Hands was ever us'd 


| by our Lok, His Apoſtles, Evangeliſts, or the firſt 
Chriſtians, without OI thereby ſome Spiri- 


tual, or ſome Special Gifts? 


(.) Where ſtated Biſhops, or Preſbyters (the 
ordinary Officers of the Church) are commanded 
to ordain others, or where they ever did ſo, de facto? 
Pray ſhew what Text tells us the Names of the 

Perſons and Places? | 


H ($.) Where 


of Charity only, but alſo of Yer#ty it ſelf. But I 
will not at preſent follow you any farther. in your 


Miſrepreſentations of Truth and we, its hearty and 
> Votary. If you give me freſh Occaſion, I 


. hone 
may bereafter. be more plain and perfect in my De- 
fence of both: In the mean time, I ſhall with and 
wait, if Gop peradventure may give you Repentance, 
0 the Acknowledgment of the Truth, that you may be 
recovered out of the Snares you are taken in, by giving 
hecd to the vain HYords of Men who err from the 
Truth; for certainly ſuch a pretended Proteſtants, as 
would palm upon us the anſcriptural Traditions and 


Terms of a © Lineal Succeſſion of Biſhops, uninter- 


& ruptedly handed down to us from the 4po/les, 
c and clothed with the ſame Apoſtolical, Epiſcopal 
and Paſtoral Power and Prerogatives, with thoſe 


0 8 and divinely inſpired Perſons; Such 


a Pretender, I fay, would as much put out our 
Eyes, and deprive us of all our Senſes, as the ranke/ 
Papift that crics up the Pope s Supremacy, and the 
Truth of Tanſulſtantiation; fince there are no bei- 
ter Proofs for what the one ſays, than for what the 
other affirms: And thus I remain, 5 


Your Servant, in what I may, | 
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d SHALL in 4 e 8 a return to 
» your Poſtſcript, in a few QyxsT1ONs to, and 


| | Quvoranons for you, to cure you, if it can be, 
8 of your confident affirming, which is the way you 


XC take for confirming your many Conceits. 

34 And Firſt, When you next read over the New 
id "Teſtament," let me requeſt you to ſee if you can 
on find any Places therein, which will help you to an- 
3 Ju the few following Queries. 

al (t.) Where Biſhops are made, or call'd Apoſtles 
ſc 1 or Evangeliſts, ſo as to be inveſted with the full 
ch Power, and Dignity of Apoſtles, and Evangeliſts? 
45 . Where Biſhops, and Elders, or Preſbyters, 
if are ſo diſtinguiſlvd in Office, or Order, af you 
+ 3s confidently affirm? - 

* (3) Where is it written, that Biſbops = are the 
NE 1 Perſons to whom Gop hath delegated a Puwer 


to grant Commiſſions to others to act as Paſtors, (Fe. 
fo as that all but Epiſcopal Ordination is invalid? 
4.) Where Deacons are in Scripture ever de- 
Cera as Readers in the Church, and Baptizers ? 
( Where any fix'd Biſhops, or Elders, are ex- 
| prelly ſaid to be ordain'd by Impoſition of Hands? 
1 (6 Where Impoſition of Hands was ever us'd 
8. by our Lon, His Apoſtles, Evangeliſts, or the firſt 
95 Christians, without conveying thereby ſome Spiri- 
8  Fual, or ſome Special Gifts: 2 
I (3) Where ſtated Biſhops, or Proftyter; (the 
$5 9 A Officers of the Church) are commanded 
95 to ordain others, or where they ever did ſo, de facto? 
' HF Pray ſhew what Text tells us the Names of the 
3 er and Places 45 | 
1 FT H (8. Where 


„ 


(8) Where the fix d Biſpops, Elders, or Preſ- 
byters of one Church, ever did ordain fix d Biſhops, 


Elders; or Hreſbhyters for atiother Church 7 
. (9:) Where any bnd flated. Biſhop was ever ſet 
over many Churches, or even over the Biſhops, 
Elders, or Preſbyters of any Churches, but that 
 fingle Church to which they were ſet apart? 
10.) Where rthbiſbops, . Archdeacons, &c. were 


zus have plain [Scripture Proof for this, for you 
muſt not (now Popery is out of Doors with #5) 
-thirſk to palm ſpurious Stories; for Oracles, upon us. 
:::2(11:) Whence you can prove, that thoſe are the 
Apuſß len Succeſſors, who are no way like them, in 
Miſſion, Power, Gifts, Gpaces, Labours, Sufferings, 
Numbert, Names, | Nature, Appearances," or Abi- 
© (82:): Where have you any Scripture Warrant 
for cutting and 1 the Miniſtcrial Office, (ſo 
as ton make three Orders of Miniſters) into three 
Parts, and a triple Ordination, by Impoſition of 
Hands, to one, and the ſame Officer? Where do 
ou find that any Goſpel Miniſter ſnould be 5 or- 
daind a Deacon, to pray, and baptize; then a Prigſt, 
to preach, and adminiſter the Communion; and 
laſtiy, conſecrated a Biſbop, to rule, and govern? 
Tell me (I fay) where you find in the Word, that 
any Miniſter of CH RISTH was ordain'd to pray, and 
baptize, hut not to preach; and adminiſter tlie 
Supper; or to preach, and adminiſter the Com- 
munion, hut not to rule, and govern: Doth not 
the ſame Word in the Greet, ſignify, Bob to feed, 
and rule; * and muſt not then all theſe Offices in 
the Church, be” adminiftred by one, and the (elf 
// Ce ed 
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appointed by Ixsus CHR, or His Apoſtles? Let 
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61390 And yet to come 22972 cloſe ta you ie 
me requelt you, from expreſs. Scripture, to fie. 
where the Go/pe/ Miniſtry, is ever term'd an Order” 


out their Churches Conſent, to conter Orders upon. 
thers;. and that none but ſuch as are thus in Or- 


_ ders, are Miniſters of Cunlsr, and that all theſe 


are a diſtinet Order of Men from, and ſuperior unto, 
all, Churches? All which is 40 ametrically. oppo» 
ſite to Gop's Word, that did not Confidence go 
for Evidence with you, and your Admirers, fuch 
crude. Conceits would never be vented, or ever ac. 


And Lali, becauſc+you. flump ſo much. abour 
$chi/m, I muſt defire you to try the Term, or 
Word by, and track it #hrowgh the Bible, and 


then you will ſurely ſec, how exceeding gnarant 


vou have been all this while about the Thing, in 


the Scripture Senſe; where it ſtands for making 
of Diviſions in a Church, by thoſe that are Mem- 
bers of it, rather than for Funn from, or not 
having Communion with a Church, by thoſe who. 
were never related to, or cannot with a good Con- 


is enough to ſilence all the High-churchmens Cla- 
mours about Schiſin, inaſmuch as it ſhews ſuch 
(to their Shame) how much more 2 they are 
of Schiſm, by the Divifiens they aufe in their 
aun Church, than it's pothble for thoſe to be, wha 


Claim no Relation 29 it, and Beep at a conffant Di- 


ſtance from it. 


And now, tho the anfwering theſe Queries, will, 
m aſſur d, ſufficiently fill ygur Head and Hands, 
yet, that I may givę you full Meaſure, preſs d down 
and running over, to bring you off, if poſſible, 
from your Dreams of Elfe Orders, Ordina> 
Zrons, &e. as if of Apoſtoliral Inſtitution, hy uninter. 
pied Sucgefion! &c. Let me lay before you a fow 
22 1 PO NS Vork 


WW; 10 


Qvoririons, which may ſerve to ſhew you how 


much you are deluded by theſe your Dotages. 
Fug 


mory; namely, That there be Twelve Diſciples of 
Ant:chrift, * viz. Popes, Cardinals, Patriarchs, 


Archbiſhops, Biſhops, (i. e. Lordly ones) Archdeacons, 
Officials, Deans, Monks, Canons, Fryars, and Par- 
doners : Pray Sir, ſee how many of theſe you own 


and approve of. 


may confute the Judgment of Melancton, about 
the Peoples Power to chuſe their own Officers. 


5 1 70 eft Eccleſia, Ibi eſt Jus adminiſtrandi 


vangelii Duare neceſſe eft, Eccleſiam retinere Jus 


vocandi, eligendi, & ordinandi Miniſtros, & hoc 
Jus eſ donum datum Ecclefie : 40 nulla humana 
Authoritas eripere poteſt, ſicut Paulus teftatur ad 
Eph. + Ubi zgitur eft vera Eccleſia, ibi eſſe neceſſe 
et Jus eligendi, & ordinandi Miniſtros.} 

This ſhall be follow'd by the Teſtimony of three 
as bright Biſhops as haply have fill'd their Bench, one 
of old, another more lately, and the laſt yet living. 


The irt Teſtimony is from the old Biſhop of Here- 
Ford, in his Naked Truth, where he an Let us now 


& proceed to the Order of Biſbops, and Prieſts, which 


“ the Scripture diſtinguiſhes not, for there we find 

4 but one kind of Ordination, then certainly but one 
* Order. || St. Paul ſends to Epheſus, to call the 
« Preſbyters of that Church to him, and ſpeaking 
« to them, he calls them all Biſhops. So in his Epiſtle 

< to the Philippians, * he directs to all the Saints, 
* with the Biſbops, and Deacons, both in the plural 
Number: So that by the word Biſhops, we muſt 
needs underſtand Preſbyters.” With much moreto 


the ſame purpoſe. 
Acts and Monuments, Vol. 1. + Chap. 4. 177 12. 
| + Page 34. | Page 36. Acts 20. 17, 18. 4 Phil, 1. 1. 
. FE The 
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: Firft, conſider the following Article, held | 
and maintain'd by John Fickliff, of bleſſed Me- 


* Next 1 recommend to you, that if you can, you 
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Thee next Witrieſs is the Iate Biſhop S7illing fleet,” 


with whom you may combat if you will, and conquer” 
him if you can, when he tells us in his [renicum, * 
That whether any ſhall ſucceed the Apoſtles, in 
& Superiority of Power, over Preſbyters, or all re- 
& main governing the Church, in an Equality of 


© Power, is no where determined by the Will of 
& CaRrIsrT in the Scripture, which contains His 


„ Royal Law: And therefore we have 0 Reaſon to 


< look upon it as any thing flowing from the Power, 


© and Authority of CHRIST, as Mediator: And ſo 
4“ not neceſſarily binding to Chriſtians.” And this he 
confirms when he further tells us, . that Epiſcopal 


„ Men cannot ſhew by the Word of Gop, neither 
© bythe Practice of the Apoſtles, nor ſo much as by 


& the primitive Church, that a Miniſter of Jesvs' 
& CyrIsrT hath had any Superintendency wha oo 
* ral private Churches, or that a Biſhop hath ordain'd 


« Miniſters by his /ole and pure Authority, as it is 


4 now pradctic'd in England. 


The 1a Evidence J ſhall at preſent produce from 
an Epiſcopal Throne, againſt your vam Conceits of 
Epiſcopal Dominion by Apoſtolical Succeſſion, c. is 
the famous Biſhop of Bangor, {till lying, to the Ter- 
ror of all Popiſh and Prelatical Bigots, whoſe Diana of 
pretended uninterrupted Apoſtolical, Epiſcopal Suc- 


_ ceſſion, Ec. he hath effectually caſt down, by what 
he hath printed in a way of Contempt and Condem- 


nation thereof: From him I ſhall but glean a few 
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5+ Þ 
« of the lea Probability, ar moral Poſſibility of a 


& regular uninterrupted Succeſſion; But there is a 


- & great Appearance, and, humanly ſpeaking, a Cer- 
& 74inty of che contrary. This regular, uninterrupt- 


ed Succeſſion of Perſons qualify'd and regularly or- 


&-.dain'd, is a matter impoſſible to be prov'd ; nayy 
the contrary is more than probable, upon all Hiſto- 


& rical Evidence:“ And hence he tells his Readers, 


.<. * You cannot put your eternal Salvation er their 
<. regular Ordination, and unbroken Succeſſion from 
the Apoſtles, becauſe this would be to put it upon 
& the [vention of Men, and not the Declaration of 
& Carr,” And after wards he ſays, f It is im- 
palibls for you to depend upon this Right in 
them, as any thing certain, till they prove to 
. | you that every thing ſpoken to the Apoſtles, be- 
& longs to Mini ters in all Ages of the Church!“ 
Whereupon he cautions us, © Not to be afraid of 


& the Terrors of Men, or the VAINð Worps of re- 


gular and uninterrupted Sueceſſions, authoritative 
4 Abſolutions, Sc. Nullity, or FValidity of Gop's 
4 Ordinances to the People, upon account of Nice 
ties and T7ifles, or any other the like Dreams of 
_ <. thoſe, who follow any thing but what He who ig 
Tord, and Maſter, and Fudge hath declared Him- 
< ſelf in the Holy Scriptutes, the ſole, infallible, and 
& authoritative Guide. || Your Rule is plain and 
evident, CuRISr is your /ole Law-giver, and your 


s ſole Judge, and CHRIST Himſelf and His Agoſles 
& have plainly declared a Curſe upon all who preach - 


any other Goſpel. _ | 11 

Thus he, with much more to the ſame Purpoſe, 
which I ſhall ſpare reciting at this time, that I may 
make room for the Quotation I promis'd you for 
the confuting of all your crude Conceptions about the 
Chirotonia ; This is from the learned Harrington, 
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of Senators, 95 "Elders of the Sanhedrims of Judges, 


0357 
Who in aufer to your Prelatital Oracle, Dr. Hat 


mond, and another Doctor in the Preſbyrerial Fo 


{of like Mind for robbing the Charches of their Rights, | 


by limiting that Rite to to Thank ie in O Prout 
herein to both theſe; and all of their Stam up, tak 
theſe fe Expreſſions, which are full to the Pu- 
poly from that great Man. 

Chirotonia, (aach he) in the f uſe of it, fi 7 
nified | popular Suffrages, or eletting of Magiſtratcs, 
and enatting of Laws by the Saffrage of the Peo- 


le, which becauſe'they gave by holdin up of « thitr 


Hands, came thence ts be call'd- Chir N Wann 
Hgnificrh, mas f Hand. 

The Prieſts e "Romaine were Me "I * 
Chirotonia of the People: The Ponti fer Maximws, 


the Rex Sarrificus, and the Flamines, were all of- 


1 by the Suf#age of the People. 

1 Moſes *inttroduc'd the Chirotonia, is id 

y faid 25 Philo. The Jewiſh Lawyers and 
. al'Ordinations of Magiſtrates, à8 


1 LY 


and Elders of the inferior Courts, of the King: 
Prieſts, or Levites, were perform'd by the Chire- 
ronin. Moſes conſtituted the Senate of the Seven- 
ty, by the Chirotonia of the People: * Gop rais d 
up Judges, and made Kings by the Chirotonia of 
the People of -1/rael. All the Givil Magiſtrates of 
ILſrael were choſen by the Chirotonia of the Pev- 


1 ple, or (to follow ofe ephus) by the Chirotonia 6f 


Go, which is all one; for the Chirotonia of the 
People, being made according to the Will of Gop, 
was the We ent 0 of Gop Himſelf ; for as che Cor on- 


8 6 * 1 3 — 1 — id ot. i att - 2 * 


N. B. See the e Deut. 1. ba.” "Moſes Jos to the 

0 people ore duet, give to your ſelves, or do yon chuſe your 

| Rulers 3) x&]e510w and J will appoint, or ſet them over you; 

where v Jas je is not a Word of Power or Authority, but 

of Order and Regularity, and ſo. muſt be Reer in Tit. 1. 5. 4s 
15 of ny" * Acts 6. 3. 
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1 
ation of '1/rael is call d in Seri 
Congrega _ of Gon, fo the Chirotonia o 
2 the Con ngregation, is call'd-by Toſe pong bes We 
the 7 of: Goo. 
The uſe of Chirotonia in the C W is to 


be taken literally, as alſo in the . out f 


the Greek Fathers and Councils, becauſe Ordina- 
tions in zhoſe Churches, were as yet adminiſtred 
by Conſent of the People. 

Thus Paul and Barnabas did ee El- 
ders, As Moſes at the Inſtitution of the 2 
drim; As Samuel at the Election of the Ki 
As the Proedri at the paſſing of Laws; As 
-Theſmothete: at the Creation of Magiſtrates; As the 
Electors in the great Council of Venice; And as 
the High-Sheriffs in the Counties of England; 


that is, they were no more than Prefi dents of that 


bene. or Choice, which was given, or made 
727 the Suffrage of the People. herefore the 

eek is thus rendred in Seven Proteſtant Tranſla- 
tions; In that of Zurich, {when they had created 


them Elders by Suffers in every Congregation] 


* that of Beza, when they had created them El- 
rs by Suffrages, in every Congregation;] In the 
* [when by the Advice of the Afemblys, 


they had Sabin d Elders;] In the Italian, [when | 


by the Advice of the Congregation,” they had eon- 
"Winkted them Elders;] In that of Diodati, [when 


they had ordain'd them in every Church, by thñʒe 


. Votes of the Elders;] In that appointed by 


ibe Synod of Dort, [when in cach Church, by the | 


Holding up of Hands, they had elected Prej ſbyters 3 
And laſtly, in England, Rn the time of Reforma- 
tion, till the Epiſcopal Correction of the ſame; 
- [when they had ordain'd them Elders by Electinn 
in every Congregation.] And Indeed, If. The Cir- 
* cumftance of the Place forbids any other Conſtruction 


of the Words, for if the Chirotonia 0 to the 
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 Apoftles only (which were ſcarce Senſe) what need - 
ad they to have done that in every Congregation or 
Church, which they might have done in any 
hamber or Cloſet? 2dly, The Circumſtance of the 
Action alſo forbids any other Conſtruction, for the 
People were aſſembled upon occaſion of this Election, 
or Orkation of Officers. And 34) Theſe People 
having in their Cities, (quandam  awrovouiar) the 
Government themſelves, hence ariſeth the ffrongeſt 
Girrumſtance of all, forbidding any Interpretation 
of the Text, that might eclude them from the 
Election of their own Eccleſiaſtical Elders! Where - 
fore Grotivs on this Text * yields, That to the Ele- 
ction in this Place, it is probable, that the Cun- 
ſent of the People was given, no leſs being implyd 
in the beginning of the Chapter, where the Mul- 
titude behey'd, c. which ſhews the People were 
active in che, en- And thus the 7 Ordis: 
nation in the Church, after CHRIS H was taken up 
into Heaven, was perform'd by the Election of the 
whole Church, by the ¶ Chirotonia, or | Suffrage of the 
People, without the | Chirothefia, or] laying on of 
Hands. Whence tis evident, 1/7, That the Chi- 
rotonia, or Suffrage of the People, is not only the 
ancient Way of Ordination in the Commonwealth 
of Iſrael, but in the Church of CurisT; and in- 
deed, the whole Diſcipline of the Chriſtian Church, 
was primitively popular. 2dly, That the Chirothe- 
- fea, or . of Hands, is no way 1 | 
unto Ordination in the Cbriſtian Church, which 
however of old attended with Miracles, yet hereby, 
for above one Thouſand Years, all the Hierarchy 
and r laid together, have done 0 more 
Miracles than a Pariſh. Clerk /. | 
And thus effectually (in theſe few Words) doth this 
Learned Writer, confute all your Chimerical Con- 
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ocits, abaut the Chirotheſia or laying on of Hands; 
by any Prelates or Pre/byters ; and againſt the Chirotu- 


nis or lifting of Hands by the Peaple in every Church 


for the Choice of their own Officers: Lcould hereto! 
add much more to the ſame Purpoſe, but I ſnall not 


for the i Time quote any thing farther; however 
if vou ſhall think fit to call me out to this Service 


à ſecoud Time, I deſign, if it pleaſe Gor, a much 
fuller Confutation of your chief Author, and con- 
ſequently- of pour /elf, for you do but write what 
you read, following whom you fancy, without 


will bear) without ſo much as knowing that hour 
Oracles have been long fince tham'd, if not filenc'd, 


by ſome who have at the ſame time diſcover'd their 


Fallacies, and confuted their Fictions I with you 
therefore, not to be /o wedded to any, as to take 


all they ſay for Fruth, but before you make any 


freſh Quotations, eſpecially from the Doctur you 
moſt depend upon, to 


1 — 


Rent Affirmations, yea evidem Muthings, are affer d 
by the Doctor, and impos'd on the Reader: for: und 
denialle Pruofs; to which he adds, he muſt. fall 
nto a deop Sleeg ta dream as the Doctor Ly 
9. 9 4 0 


F 


king due uſe of your -0w7: Reaſon; - or | haply,. 
(that I may treat you full as charitably as the Cale: | 


de, at leaſt, what this 
Tfearned' Author, and Dr. Owen, with Mr. B arten. 


groſs Conceits, and 'frequently intimates, that con: 


.. $ > © Ez 
4 about Autichriſ, the Gnoſticłs, &c. Vea further, h 
W taxes him with Self-contradiftions, Failure of Me- 
hi mory, abuſing his Readers, and ſeveral other il ua 2 
oY  Dities, which muſt needs 4i/qualify him for a Wr?» 
t. ter to be. depended u on. Now from theſe /eves2- - - " > 
T ral Charges ybu would do well to clear him if mn 
e 


& can, ere you rely upon his Authority your ſelf, rr 
h obtrude it for anthentick upon an eſpecially px 
— on me, with whom (to fave yourfthe LabauritaF:' 
t quoting him any more to me) I tell you beforch ans, 
T2 he will not paſs for 2. creditable Evidence, till 6 
8 is diſcharg'd from the Criminationt caſt upon him bB; 
"= the Writers before mention'd, Whoſe Credit is more 
= con fiderable with many, than that of your celebrated: i 
Champion. Nor yet, to be mcg witho Yo: - 7; 2 

will any Citations you make from any Writers, (call. = 

them Saints, Fathers, or what you pleaſe) fince.the- . 

Canon of Scripture was clos'd, not any of all theſe 

will make he leaſt Impreſſion upon me, or gan the 
ſinalleſt Credit from me, any further, than they fairly 

concord with, and are fully confirm'd iy the written 

Word of Gop, which being the Ort. v Rule of 

my Faith and Practice, thereupon, all Orders and 

Officers, (whatever. and whoever) that cannot ſhew. 
their Genealogy, or derive their Pedigree from 

thence, (all theſe, I ſay,) are eſtecem'dbyme (as they 

muſt be, by all who go only by Scripture. Rule, © 

and depend altogether upon: Scripture Proof) as. 
- palpably /purious, and truly as odious, as any. others 

of the Cheats and Frauds of the Church of Rome, 

from whence Originally, flow the ſeveral Fangies and 

Fallacjes(vented in your Pamphlet and confutedin the 

foregoing Pages) of Epi/copal;Thrones, Powers, Pre- 

rogatives, e. all which Gonceits, being handed 

downby /ome overmuch affected to the Power of the 

Pantificale, have been taken up by others, who hold» 

ing fuch Per/ons in Admjretion, have thought ofthem © 
gov whe! bs Pu and fh e ering may. 
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Br: ee and other blinded bigor 


"pes 8 
practice read practiſe, and 2. 48. . 
ene! ; with onßer wich Slips 


2 5 'and' the Craft of thole. Hards, By 


1 away by the Ek. We 


the Unwary arc made 70 err fromthe . 
And thus in the Clo/+ of all, that I may 2 6 8 


inform you (cho ha 
my Love) of 
Huh led you inte fo mam miſcrable Miſtakes in 

Matter. 3. you do work manifeſtly depend on 


tted Sticklers 


for Herarchiaat Orders and Ordinations, and tho/+- 
as maniicftly depend on ſpuriuus Canons and the adul- 
tate Epiſtles of Ignatius, which have many Fables 
and Popiſb Traditions foiſted into them, as a learned 
Doctor of Oxford has abundantly prov'd, and of 


which another celebrated Author 


undoubted Deſtroyer of our 


2 Prolatical Champions. ” By ſuch vitiated W titi 
| them to be the beft Comments on t Ee 
"Teſtament, are led (like the Blind led by ub 
ron into the Ditch of Error, from which I, 


Fbaritabiy pray Gon, of His Mercy, toddliver you, 
that ſo you — be eſtabliſk'd 3 in his moſt certain: 


h, that no Antiquity or Authority ſhort of Ho- 
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"The WS Reader is Ard, to botrect any Abend > 


Miſpelings , or M:/privtings of Bettes, which have EHE 
. the 2 by hafting to eme out of it; for Example, page a. 
the Comma after Jeg aration. 8 
13. read ee 8875 
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lays, < There is: | 
1 Witneſs among ali the Antients whom I more 
K truſt do, 28 A 
« Prelacy, than Ignatius, who is the Confidence of the: - 
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ply 1 ſhall bave little Thanks for WM 
your root Error i in particular, which» 


